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‘. Poe see is 


i a ete ria ot ind ARs “et Pint ie : 
ea ba: “m3 tnt Yo hia ots Sie, SP ia ietad ‘ot dhitonsr; 
% 76° oF poi “ou ret wey ehh Liga ¢ 
“4 *Qay XG Efron qy9e sHOT ii E it ae Aye gst =] 
geften dey Lis yoqsoime ‘geabicits 4 — fo. ehge wes a6 rss A, 
«(Tae connexion sof the East-India Company with: € 
purely of @-commercial nature, and has existed! ra 
i series of years: ‘The earliest attempt on thte-patt Co 
ip pany’s ‘servants idephiiuaaians sei os 
ee made in» 1614, through the agency of some*eminent, Ch 
nd ~mérchants associated with houses at Japan. +» onduct 
oe ° theeDutch!diitChina had crested éuch'én odium itithegn 
cr ofthe! natives towards Europeans}: that: the:ischement 
ie * wholly unsuccessful. ~ SURE RERI REID he ex 
" to obtain permission from the Emperor for the! resort 
~ subjécts, sbaige letters from King Janhesy was 
Sh , tufate:! ©! Moa feipade “yebrur~ united obeite ory 
+. sAwit6o4-comerbt the Company's ships-anichoted 
: * ‘drdcky:islind ‘at’ the efttrance: of the Camtot 
1 co bie ANE ATENAR: 
ol * themselveson condition oftheir expelling 
/ 2 inhabited it... Phe Rajlidincinpected aoieensiead tan 
and encouraigement but were disappointed, and accordingly pt 
e Tidal ‘ceeded up the river towards Canton, ‘to ‘open» at‘once » dire 
be * trade with the Chinese.’ ‘Through the duplicity’ of th nati 
" were ‘obliged to abandon the project; and were n 
| to be enemies of the Celestial Empire. | It was no 
x “° 1683 that dny further endeavours were made adliprewnde™ 
wae ‘trade. In that year two of the Company's salen 
«© cao} and in’ 1701 three more ships were despatch 
‘at which port permission had been granted to-Biitish ou 
‘ carry on) ‘commercial . traffic. Tino binder ubs' 
» * singe*that time; and the'trade with China has, pen 
_ formed an important part of the Company's exclusive 
a 4  Wwhas been ‘earried on’ upon principles’ conducive n'a 
7 ee ani oe a? nd 



















































Gh? RT hy 4 ye We 
hg ib de Me ie 
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2 > r e. a) ware vt 


ap I in 


eis ote Oh the Conia rene 
er in China comingander the denomination of © 

* panhianente “Their intercourse with the merchants of that ex- _ . 

ih tensive empire is very limited; being “exclusivelf confined to y 
small factory in the vicinity of Canton, occupied by ae € “h 

afferance of the court of Pekin, under strict regulations, E 











sifying the parties with whom and the manner in which the aa 
rade is to. be conducted. The factory is merely the place of 
occasional residence, which the members. quit at the close of 
"the: season. The ‘Chinese merchants with whom, the Com* 
- pany’s ‘agents transact business are termed Hong ‘merchants, 
ressly licensed . by the Chinese government. to have. 
gs with them. The designation of the official agents of 
. of, Supra-cargoes: they are united im | 
oe om nj; and ‘the four senior igenerally’ are termed> ? oe 
_ thetpresident ‘and. select committee, who are-assisted in trans-) m 
a of the factory by’ the remainder, and by» # 
write the whole being under special covenants forthe: : 
orf ) ree. of the duties committed to them respectively. e* 
Phe business of the’season being finished, andthe ships laden 
hed ontheir-return to England, the Siipra-cargoes; 
efrom#thie factory ‘tothe island of Macao, where-they; ~ e 
" continuestillthe.opening of the ensuing season, the com) = © 
: sneriientsand: close of which are not distinctly defined, beings . 
ae affected b, wariouscontingencies, but its close may -be fixed 
; witethe month of April. The coins made use of area tales, i 
andarine, and cash, The tale is reckoned at: 6s. 8d.) ‘aa 
' ‘is: divided into. 10. mace, 100. candarines, .ot -1,0005 a F 
Seana ‘silks, and. nankeens, are the immediate begin ® 
Company’s trade. ga 
: cclusive: right of trading to India and) China: was:  * 
to. the Company in. pursuance of the act of 9 and.10« a 
ALI, cap: 44, and has: been'continued, so far as respects the» : 
to China, to the year 1834. In 1793, when the renewalzof, * yl 
. my’s exclusive privileges was under discussion, it-was) 
-inivaccordance.with a proposition from, Mr.,.Dundas;) ne! 
, dimeonsequence : of the embassy to- Pekin, then int, pros r 
nderLord; Macartney, any cession. of .territo 9 4 


























uM iny’s pa me 
, the i” ng consigned to the Ce 
or, such other persons as the Company, wi 
se ip a ae for the A 
-*should license to reside for that purpose only; ves 
Oy ee ee 
bs ‘with the continent of China, and from rade ¢ 
yi eA ‘whatever, save ‘and except the sale of th etur 
“mentioned, also. from any interference ‘with ste i 
c ‘Company; and be subject to the usual covenants € 
oe 2: “yt servants of pa et Ws fesegeies! ou 
Company’s treasury for bills at the existi 
at the time, No person was to be penmitted 
if any place or places so ceded, nor to trade or ¢ 
"with, any port or place in China, who was not a 
_ Company. A clause to that effect was inserted in 
III, cap. 52, sec. 76. © rs . 
sDByothe 188A section of the samo-ect and the 104 
} the 58d Geo. II{, cap. 155, the supra~cargoes h 
és ie ‘unlicensed persons. to apo Be i 
+ ee 11, secs 18.) “Hae Te “ge 
%., In the act of 1813, a clause was samen 
"exclusive. trade with China to the. Company, 


ee act 4th Geo. 1V, cap. 80, which .¢ 


{ere 


xs « ‘’pany’s charter, expressly reserves the trade with 
eh 5 ae the Company; and the’ 9th’ section 0 


' es that none of his Majesty’s subjects, ui 
“by. the Company, oan trade or traffic with,the.¢ 


a aya a me 
se provided by the. 136th ehh 





A inti, nad, celal rad 
= oe Srna wha 
d> themselves, to ees a the Chinese. .ne 
"the double disadvantage of igne 
rchants : nevertheless, . since they, have been, inve ed 
LF haracter of representatives and servants of a great 
ompany enjoying the declared, and immediate’ protection, of 


ial advance in raising the British rad toa pitch 
ity 5 and themselves personally to A degree, of 


inder, a due knowledge of the cireum- ge may 
ies wollld hardly have, anticipated, seeuring, 
me to.,the revenue Of Great, Britain, ee m= 

5 3,000 Rie any apenas M- 


sey slate 


ea! “dinait * 


hiiow Ve sneha 4 SIS pee 
Waa! /_ gees wes Depts, Pat o9 ni? ae Pb pad ag they ‘ 
MainnDeade-to, China aatent to the Companys \..0.»,\9 ee 
vo. 0) (1)-And be it farther enacted, that. the eolo;and | yy 181 
hon exclusive right of trading, traflicking, | ty 
; fins of, merchandize i in, to.and from | ied inio} 
eror of China, and the whole, le “an 
eal suite de hit of | trading and ‘trafficking i 
, con aioe all islands, ports, havens, coasts, cities, 
(vsi96 and places between the Cape of Good Hope: 
shay ',/)) Streights of Magellan, in such mannergas the same 
’ TAS Pf Jayfally may, be exercised or enjoyed by. sei 
m by virtue of any act or “charter now in fo 
geblerttl and “alf tind? dangle tie prded” benefits; 
'privileges, franchises, abilities, capacities, powers; autho- _ 
se methods of suit, péhalties, forfeitures, 
ogy ace Aap play hr 
e sai 0 
8 Ht Naja either of them, be and d 
ited by the said act of ‘the Parlidment of Great 
anh aan, oa ‘matters “ant 
. e thirty-third year of his 
ac or acts whatsoever, done ce Timited, 0 


* 





are in force} and not repeal by o 
tinue and be in force % Sasther term ata 
~ qhe said Corfipany, a Sia alterations therein. 
made by any of ee hem provisions, matters, we hi 
_ act contained. * : ; 
g3. . (2) And be it further aa that it rb a Mile 
49 ‘for any Of his’ Majesty's’ Subjects, in ships or. edt ‘catrigd oni 
» registered and navigated according to Jaw, to 
(trade and, traffic,in any goods, recat acne 


eXC ot, tea, "as well. diyectly as. Seen ; 
all ports and places belonging either to his so 
= 


9" OF to any prince, state, or country ‘at amity cee a 
»  portsand places whatsoévér ‘situate within the li of the 
__ Yvofthe Company, except the dominions: of the Ei 

Iso from port to-port and. from place» to place. 

me pt the said dominions of the Emperor. 

and rest restrictions as are ori oy a i 

y act or acts of Parliament, or in an 

cer, to the pegs a —{ Tite at ee 
Besvane eo whorliandt " nis caott bees 2a Og 4 
Yior 038 acleoT rade in Dey ith Comping | 


80) Provided ‘also, and be it further enacted, that "| 
& g herein. contained shall authorize any “of rade. 
a * cee other than. the said Company, or)" " 
oe ropaaly lensed, by them, to carry on. trade or traffic ; 
‘dor mperor of China, or to e: rt or import ft 
pei pias within or without the limits obikee aid 
om my méaneh to barge tafe ' 
— iss ot %, meECOny;, SORT oy 
# - British. Subjects not. to Tridiijcndeei Commission 
ro oe — | Foreign Powers... oo. Vi oni 


ae. 798 on. And be it further enacted, that. no vietiini estan a 
is Majesty, his heirs or successors, of or belonging to. Gre’ B tair 
<a ee any of the islands, colonies, or plantations aforesaid, all 
‘for, obtain, or act under any commission, 
“from any foreign prince, state, or potentate whatsoever, to 
rade ig or to the said East-Indies, or any of the parts af 
ery such person who shall offend perinatal ie: 
y y offence five hundred pounds, one. Aalf p 
belong to such person or persons as 
e atid the other half to ng 
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, it is the 2 King a présojgative aga rm 
commerce, to’ give it aythority or ma} ii 
a, * exercise, of this, power in India was granted, 
Come ay. by letters. patent, from King Charles IL, 
5th October 1677, in the 28th year of his reign 
firmed to the Company by letters patent from 
Jaries I1., bearing date the 12th April 1686, inf the” 
year | his reign, 
laws passed from time to time in a: Magia tdlpeees n 
E  psieh she conmesteting she of the realm, are very — 
sev eres, and sriDeS the extreme jealousy with which the preger- ». 
on: Of the lawful . money-has been guarded.» With regai 
the materials of which «money is to"be made; Sir E 
(who died in 1634) lays it down that 
Bigland “inust, be either gold or silver. At the tin 
metals had been. coined. by. authority of 
opper coins were issued by Charles II. to 
» certain limitations, and similar limitations were, 
I eke; ELL: nex:48 nied ts to hilyerookns. « Py 
corte NA the accounts are kept in preys stg. 


farthings. 
nin 
I., when the King made eae ie 


ich was to pass current for twenty pence. Oe ei 
‘1489, a new money of gold was issued. The coin 
‘fine iis standard of the gold aun, 
Of the value of twepty shillings ster 
OEE REG Lae eee 


the aber, i 





ste } mee we 


‘aya ‘diab abate the. Howse af Co C 
the 2st January, to take ethe matter.info..< 
Dit the ‘motion apkadeD. =a: petition, was at 

me “presented to. the, House. from sundry .¢ 
alone fatiting,’ ‘that on secsientcol pn hadi ts 
coin, 4 gold had risen forty percent. in valus "where 

m of gold to silver in any other part of Eu 
eof Commons accordingly resolved, 1th. 
that no gg shuld pass at above anne ’ 
and on the. 28th, above ‘twenty- 


g 


Sistine SH ecb: pesos, declaring that. ahiee: the 2 
ee should receive any. guinea at a greate 
rte than twenty-six shillings for every guii 
" jprop Eck: Natt quibennvdenblieniiioneaith ant 
_ Pieces. ak seus ieescgen te. cubtnadl that after the] Oth, J 


ithe guinea. should only pass for. twenty-two shi in 
same time measures were taken for putting a stop: 
nncy “of diminished . coin, .and. for. a new. sily 
ich was not completed until 1699,. java as 
he 2 ‘peetaggenatn iN report was, 
e of Commons, stating, thatthe -ezeney of the 
P shillings was too high, and occ sion 
ortionate importation of gold and an export 
Mae house accordingly resolved, that, ci: 
ly adverted to, LS RAP MRE 
ar. ty-two. shillinigs:: The price of guineas in 
| / twenty-one. shillings and. sixpence, at. schist ey, Were 
received. by the officers of the revenue... meer vent 
; _ In 1717, in consequence of an address of the E f 
wy ; | Gideeeliinteachin Majesty, King. George J, a proclamation wi 
¥ “csissmedyon the 22d December, stating, that the value of.g 
» eoinage with. that of silver was «greater jn. prope Me 








EN Sunuzine- Preces,—On th 29h gf Novembo 17 
clam n was issued for giving currency to a new) 
idichiche whic of seven shillings, to ‘be called -seven+ 
1 pieces: » TAN, Aj * : ae ae hat blow Anis 
RE ziane On plan Ist July 1817, a »proclenaation 
sued gi cy to certain pieces of gold monies; to-B 
eae or twenty-shilling pieces. It panies 
r , that a gold coin of the same d 
eas fase in 1480. ehiy ene 235 tam ed 
REIGNS, or ten. shillin enti were | 
non the L0th October following. 6) 5 son) | 
DINAGE is of very ancient date. The coin denom 
NG8 was first coined in the year 1504, in we ign | 
AVL; Cnowss, Haxr-Crowns, and SixPEn d 
n.of Edward VI. In order to discourage oon 
poten axed to furnish the Mint: with as 
act was passed in 1696, ‘William «nd: 
whic ll:persons’ bringing wrought ‘plate to the 
oined, y were ‘to receive sixpence per 
ind the waste of silver in wrought: 
SEATS, RE May 1696, no: 
ssittainlnens or victualling-house, :or® wine:o 
ee should publicly use or expose to be” 
in th e any wrought or manufactured plate what 
any ringne or vessel thereof, except spoons, ° ver poly 
t e forfeiture of the same, or. the full. ies thereof. . 





































































i $ not repealed until thé year 1769.0 : 

re Tn 1000, the. great recoinage of ssibvde money ‘matali a 
se a 1; it had oceupied above three years, and amoynted.to 
3 * £6,982,908." 19s. id. For the greater expedition in that coin- 

Page, and for the more ready dispersion of the ioe I 
ined over thé kingdom, mints were ‘i 












: Ches , E er, Norwich, and York. © 
oe LTO of thepabove sum. “The man of 






































a. Dealteche of 
year 1696, at’ an interest ‘of £7. 12s. per annum) 'T 
pears to have been’ the first issue of Exchequer’ Billsy\) 70 
" Notwithstanding this large amount of silver coinage; it ‘be- 
nas came necessary in the 7th year of the reign of: Mecclfcad 
‘pli 1708, to’give further encouragement to the coinage of silver — 
; ae money; by offering a premium upon every ounce “of esi 
* _, coin brought 'to the Mint. jo boul agli ere 1. ols a 
oi ~“In171%, not more than eighteen "years after chee : 
Sir-Isaac'Newton observed in his Report, “ if money ‘sho 
“ become a little scarcer, people would in a little time ¥efuse t 
" “amake payments in silver without a premium.” 0°! )/som | 
3, nI774, an act was passed prohibiting the importation 
“s foreign and debased coin, and it was at the same” time’eniaet 
that no tender in the payment of money in the silver Coin’ 
he . of ‘any sum exceeding £25, at any one’ time; ‘shot 
e allowed as'a legal tender within Great Britain’ or Trela 
for more than according to its value by weight,’ weaie e 
perenne ‘and twopence for each ounce of silver.) o! 
“Mareh 1797, the deficiency of ‘silver coin’ was attempted 
the issue of Spanish dollars, countermarked? — 
"upon the neck of the bust with the mark of the King’s heady 
en Goldsmith's Hall for ania? stor pllentl reat 
a “The Gazette of the 26th September contained 
from the Speaker of the mane of Comnetis, thi 
‘and Deputy-Governor of the Bank of England} 
© © notified to him on the 23d of that month, that the-Bank: 
© 4. to issue gold coin to the amount of the dollars then. in’ 
We lation, which had been stamped in the ‘Tower... 19 adhd ( 
Phe subject’ of ‘the silver currency of the Lingdosicmia? 
tg peers: ‘the pont Commons on. pompems eo 






















ders nisin for a peiednetiodilagie It was: Stated hat” 
the subject was then under the consideration of his Majesty's” 


‘ On the 28th, a message ‘from: the Prince Regent” 
re to both Houses of Rarliament, intimating ‘a 
ter ee . directions; 


Ba pia ee oo 


: ee te ia ennai ‘ x j 
we silyer coins, and,that he,reliedon, Parliamentenabling = 
(to, carry such directions into effect... In ,the Lords, ina: t 
© eottimitteeiof.the whole House, on the 3d May; the-Earkof 
Liverpool proposed an’address. in answer, and-stated the gene~ 
outline of the, measures which Goyernment) had |in ae 
tion... His-Lordship remarked, that they were'tocon- 
st, what was the present actual price of silver; secondlyy, " 4 
iv was likely, to be; thirdly, at what, price it should) be gh 
nin the new. coinage. .The present price, was 53. 1jd,, | sg a 
3 at the rate calculated upon in 1778, of sixty-two, shilli 
the paged of silvers the price would be, 5s, 2d., so! that fit 
. r below the: Mint: price, and therefore wheal Js 



























ild be proper. to ae the melting! Aetishieiig 
ing it-an,operation of no profit, which, would be effected by 
upon. the, coin.a. small..seignorage, or raising, its .¥ i 
ba ieee ismte ‘This. security would. be obtained, by. raising its i 
hyetieeg 9d. ;,in -which case, the difference between) 
at price;of sixty-two shillings: for. the pound, and. sixty~ 
seventy, shillings, would pay. for avarenene ee wd 
aor, ip then, adverted to the. most important p . 
ie) measure, which, was the arrangements . tories slapped : 
oe gin, the deteriorated silver .coin, and - singing stim 
ivi The: process should. be simultaneous, for if 
Idb be suffered. to circulate with the good, the. Jatter wou 
sar; since-the temptation of melting it down to ber 
ij into she counterfeit would be irresistible. He 
2,500,000).0f: new coinage would be sufficient. cigs 






























so the shillings and sixpences called in or driven frome, 
Jation, which, from the improved machinery of the Mi 
be prepared in .six.or séven, months. Allisilverof the 
id. coin which could be»considered ‘as legal, by having the 
proper marks,’should) be received when called in atits current; — 
» _ value> ‘mere counterfeits at their. value, as ee Pa 
ipoe Snaps Similar. steps. were taken in’ the. 
10 a on the 28th January 181%. a. procla’y ‘ai i i 
g thaton the 3d. February, and to the 


oPsets feed His ins gy as aged rl aiek any fini vito 
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: | 1665, some’ copper vfarthings and” pe 
yence appear to have been struck off, by\he' ' de ce 
King Charles II.,» ot circulated. it 2 vbwollow ali e . 
in 1672 small clffinge had become so extremely Aauliite; “ 


e 


that private persons, although ‘contrary to law, struck off | 

ai own tokens. The parties were taken into custody, ee 
Ea notice’ was’ given that it was his Majesty’s pleasure no 
“person should for the future make, coin, exchange, or use any 

farthings or tokens, except such as should be coined in the o* 

_ mint: and in order to prevent those abuses, besides a large ‘ #, 
__ copper coinage, his Majesty ordered silver in pence and two- *” “i g 
pences to \be coined for the smaller traffic and commerce. In» . 

ier reign ‘of his Majesty George I, 1722, the want of small » me 
money was such in Ireland, that manufacturers paid their men enc! 
in tallies or tokens, on cards signed on the back, to be after- . *.. a) 
wards exchanged for money ; and counterfeit coins called raps “= 
were in common use, made of such bad metal, that what passed Be 
' for a halfpenny was not worth a farthing—hence the deriva- 
tion ofthe term “ not worth a rap.” It was‘at'that period § 
‘f ‘Dean Swift attacked with so much severity, both from the” . ¥, 
"pulpit and the press, the grant of a patent to Mr. Wood, f a 
Senta was to enjoy the privilege of coining copper half = * 
pence and farthings in Ireland for the term of fourteen years, f 
~The quantity to be coined was limited to three hundred and Fs 
= tons, of which one hundred was to be coined in the 
yi year, and twenty tons annually for the thirteen remain- 
“ing years. ‘The matter having caused’ a great sensation in 
bey reland, was referred to a Committee of the Lords of the 
ie ‘ivy Council their report was favourable to Mr. Wood’s % 
a but recommended that the amount to be coined shold 4%), 
tricted to £40,000. The concession was of no avail. . They * é 
apier’s fourth letter appeared, attacking the Report; al “ 
e ak bill of indictment was preparing against the printer S. 
very ‘of the author, Swift issued a pamphlet addressed 
y rand Jury, entitled “ Seasonable Advice,” Prsyiaae 
gund to each member the evening before they were to m 
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the desired effect—the bill was not found. As an in-: 
ion for. amelie Wood sustained, he received 


mi b aii ahha" 
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awn, ilombiowed ise “ad 
In 1797, oi tg was. gett perio Me. E 4 
, Soho, near Birmingham, for the coinage. of five hundred ‘toris’ “a 
" of r.money, in pence only; and an.act was: oe 
order to prevent the counterfeiting any copper) coin tin 
realm, made or to be made current by) proclamations: pyle 
&y In the same year, on an address from the! House of Commons» 912 
* to his Majesty, a proclamation was issued giving. currency taieam, 
“© anew coinage of copper money of one-penny anditwo-pently qi 
pieces. The two-penny were to weigh two ounces avoirdupois, see" z 
and the penny in proportion. In December ,1798,\2 proclas | 
. mation was issued, giving currency to a new coinage of copper. er: 
» — money, of two-penny and one-penny pieces, halfpenny, Picci s 
and farthings ; at the same. time declaring,. that, no persom it ‘ 
should be obliged to take more of such two-penny,or one-pennyy, 4) | 
pieces in any one payment than should be of the. value of OMe sse:) | 
shilling, or of such halfpence and farthings than should jbe,of th ee 
‘the value of, sixpence. ini atts 9X betty 
In 1806, . -a new copper. coinage of penny pieces, hhalfpeamysi >» 
pieces and farthings, was made current, In) ,this),year., thesiion vs 
new mint on, Tower-hill was erected. upiead wiblde a 
i On the 27th June 1825, an act, was passed (6 Geo.4, Ce, 19) oo volt 
fale assimilating the-currency and monies of account ‘throughout:, 5 ae 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; ai iol, ns 
the currency of Great Britain is henceforth the currency,‘ nios, y 
a the United Kingdom. ~~ a 
de InpiA. 
ty It has already been observed, that the power of coining 
Me em was” vested in the East-India Company in 1677 : 
1686. : ee ah Te her os deat re m a 
e ew seaaleies attached. to. - counterfeiting coin, within thei@ — "s 
é as british possessions in India, is transportation to such ‘places ‘eh 
’ the seas, and for such term of the. ;court. 
ay ke saz ‘the f party ‘is ‘found “guilty phic — 1 
. for uttering counterfeit © coin, six months’ 1 me 
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ns shall be transported to such place beyond th 
ae aes as the said court shall direct. = 
ynd be it further enacted, that if any person Pe 


Or pe within the Jocal limits of the criminal’ juris- 
- diction of the said courts, or if any petson or 
personally ‘subject to the jurisdiction | of an the 


; "place, between the. Cape of Good. Hope. tery hi 
Streights of Magellan where the said Company § 

“have: a settlement, factory, or other establish oan 
Hake hidern payin or sell or give in exchange, e 
ut to any person or persons any sach false or counter- 
las abiceenidy knowing the same to be so false, or counter 
‘shall be thereof convicted, every person so offending: shall 
ont * imprisonment, and shall, at the ean a 

hich he or she shall be so convicted, be sen t 
Nye the term of such imprisonment, and find suréties 
er good behaviour for six months more, to»be computed 
ofthe said first six) months; and if the satte, person 

ds. be’ convicted a second time of the like offence of 
in payment, or giving in exchange, or paying 

‘such false or counterfeit coin as aforeshid, know- 

0 be: false or counterfeit, such person shall for such 


before. which he or she shall. be so -convictedy be 
bour..during the term of such imprisonment, we 
: bie for hin or her good betiaviour for twn yours mo more, to be 
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» the-end of the said first two years; and if the same 
I afterwards offend a third: time, in uttering or tendeting 
aeneg in-extbange, or paying or! putting off. any such i 
coin. as aforesaid, knowing the: same to be false”): 
nvicted of such third offence in any of 
‘shall be sentenced to 
s the. said court shall direct, 
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<auliject to- the jurtadicsion: ‘of a 
courts, . at any place in the East- Indies, or at é 
ce between the Cape of Good Hope ar 
Streights of Magellan where the said Compa ; 
“hhave a’sétglement, factory, of ‘other cabin bl Bad eB 
het, or their custody, without lawful excuse, the: piroa 
» leon, € party accused, any greater, ‘number. of. pies 
_ pieces of gueh false or counterfeit coin as aforesaid, Hie 
being ‘convicted upon the oath of one or more ¢ 
_ of witnesses, before one of his Majesty's justices of the perc 
"there should ‘be no justice of the peace duly qualified to ‘ae 
place where such offence shall be committed, before one of 


of his Majesty's court there, shall forfeit and st 
counterfeit coin, which shall be cut, in pieces a 

of su justice or judge, and shall for every of 

any sum of 1 money not exceeding in value forty pr 

than, twenty sicca Tupees, in the’ currency of the place 


fo cole: Which hall be, Soundiin, the: scat of sch 
‘to the informer or informers, and meee 


ithe presidency, settlement, or place in 
committed ; and in case any such los wala’ 


. “ial be lawful for such justice or judge’ to con 
who shall be adjudged to pay the samevto 
— to be kept tok 
ante meh sl ak eet 
“yh ‘Wartyre 
¥ reir “ah, 
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time getually spent in India.“ By.the act of, ae 53 
Fat Ta hay fa. ithe: Board: of | 


‘and all. ‘the ‘regulations which may from time te i. 


edt for the good’ government of those: institutions, 
orf and approval by the Board,” radivicsave 
nents $ in Inpra will be first noticed, ‘and after- 
esrbich have been formed in England. 0... ays 
# the administration of the. Murase AWads 3 
( wb ‘regular institution was formed for: ne mba 
eas Servants ‘of the ‘Company ii’ Im 
eg order that. ample means. might. ba, 
pocivil: servants to qualify’ themszlves for 
se thie’ aiisiee ie ‘several ‘offices® 


Sal languages, ae for. inorexen 
of. literature and science? rue 





three presidencies were ‘not ‘on 
2 Young man would more ays ada 
r : = and” habits of the «coum of " 


pref am) 


og to the acquisition of that species aa 


of, the public service at Madras and Be 


ee _galeulated to qualify him for that establishmen : 
es “were the Governor-General to possess th 


servants for the presidencies, it would, 


ing to a remote authority the patronage of’ Indi a | 
in an individual that species of bana 1 


“which has been a leading object a 
# renewal of the Company's .pri 


cane ae 


“Jan of the Marquess ‘wie 
> was finally sanctioned, the pobre 





Tid. the’: year Paka 
th’ the view of affording the 
moe for the Company’s ci 
f Bengal, Madras, and Be Bom 
d- ’ 


a ; ' 
s of science ete 





pee 7s engineer . an artillery service 


riod a. certain number had..been educated 

diets Wider pirate tuition; but: the ittadec 

1 Mee her ib to meet the exigen thie § 
that it was de ee 


he frst pi ' Ven aga ohe~ nae the “0 e) 
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glass, 





an indi 
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> Sein SMe ry | base's bites BEE ot Ser 
i Bau ene ie ma 
Colleges and Miaiartter be ixpia- , 


“‘(l) And be it “further enacted, that the 
4 Coinmiscioners for the Affairs of India, by ‘force and ** 
Wvittue of this act, shall have and be invested with "full 
‘power end.authority to superintend, direct; vand"con- — 
nord sand instructions whatsoever which,,in anywise relate 
Since pany. rules, reguiations, or establishments Me 28 
eral colleges ‘established by the sfid Company at Cale 
rhe or of any seminaries whichgnay be established 
authority of any of the governments of the said Company, fi’ 
So ge to all intents and purposes, and under and subject te 
ind. the like regulations atid@provisions, as if such orders a 
immediately related to and concerned the goy 
ote said territorial acquisitions in the East-Indies. +) 
ac may And be it further enacted, that it shall bd 
me fal for the Governor-General in Council to’ ditect; 
‘eae oothof dny surplus which may remain. of: ahiaiinis:: 
he be- revenues, and profits arising from the, said, itorial 
acquisitions, after defray ing, the expenses of the mili<” 
3 tary, civil and commercial chabllahesrsy 
_ inthe jitterest of the debt, ist manner herdinafter 
“on ¢-® sum of Hot less than one lac of rupees’ in year 
aos oa shall! be set apart and applied to. the revival vand im 
sto be provement of literature, dnd the aperirneet beens 
learned. natives of India, and for the intydduc 
¥ motion of # “nowledge of the sciences 
of thé Bri ‘te ories in Tndia and’ that any se 
‘ares,\or other tions for’ the purposes aforesaid, w 
ndedat-the pror’ cies of Fort-William, Fort Ste 
ay zl of the British territories in T 
r a Pie 24 by such ie asi hi ren 
fe by the said Governor-Generfl_in Y 
wers as are hereti vested in the 


Lyud'# 





speed a cme Uhainesietetnes 

+ utelhandees-anecesly ail ina-tebd oceanaea ) 

- tary seminary shall be continued and maintained by the 
during the further term hereby granted ,to, thé 

pany; and that it, shall and may be lawful forthe said € 

FONG ARR pa Sim 


Pilianstocsorn the eer eth the’ ft 
their ‘revisal and approbation; who shall tl 
sid -the same, and shall and may make such ak 
is thereto as. they: sball. think fit; m 


Seal caplet hal wocsoary in wlonoohe 
‘alteration by the said Court of Directors, with the ap 
Board, as circumstances may from time to time 
; and all such rules and Teggalationsy oe Samet, 


: epeeiaine’ ae always, thai, nating 
shail prevent the said Court of Directors sgt 
, with respect to any ali’ tions in-or 


‘egulations which may bate i 

; | at any 

.d be it further enacted, ay ee } 

1 deepal epee, fie et ok able! 
of London for the time. . ag t® have ervey 








2 s {ety 
Anas ween (th 


Coe yr an in the East“Indies, viz, Con 
f ‘all’ Forees in Provincial Comme 
- Bengal, ‘Comman ander hief at Madras, Cor 
“Major-General sasiger Lawrence, et tr 
merit to "India ‘as a Major in 1748, had“ highly 
ed ‘Himself'ih” the ‘military’ ‘operations “on” “thie 
rothabdel, held the ‘station of Commanides-in-ehik Pe 
pany’s forces in 1763; Brigadier-Gen 
‘Served! tinder him,” was  appoliited iiss 


The ° esitnation of 


. aba in the same year, that Lord Clive i 
n raiseld to the peerage after his second return to’ 
1760, as a mark of the high sense entertained of’ 
sétvices) ‘should be requested to” ‘take’ 
ms of President of Bengal and the comma 
forces. His” Lordship accepted 
: sworn ih ‘on the 30th of April ne 
nning of the following year, and re 
alt iid Wher his ‘Lordship fin 


. ¥ vet: Here barnd pte by fhe 
ocd ‘to "Biire 









ertiag on, the hike of the vishal’ sy cee: 
he same time required Sir Eyre Coote to hold 
©) himself in readiness to return to India. On the 26th of 
Ba 5 ‘<glauusry 1778, the | Court’ of Directors resolved, that as tran- 
_ quillity prevailed in India, it was unnecessary to continue the 
_ offi of commander-in-chief. At the commencement of the 
session of that year the affairs. of the Company, which since 
1767 had come under the cognizance of Parliament, . 





particularly engaged the attention of the House of. Commons,, 


and, the yarious resolutions upon which the 13th Geo, III, 
Pitas tic y called the Regulatitiy Act, was ‘framed, were 
"passed. mongst them was a clause appointing a governor- 
eral : and four, counsellors for the government of the Com- 
pany’s. affairs abroad, Lord North, on the 9th of June 1773, 
"had an interview with the Chairman and Deputy-Chairmanjof. 
ee) Company, at which they were desired to state whether, 
Court,,of, Directors would grant to Lieutenant-General, 
51 yering, . who had been nominated as. first counsellor, a 
sion as commander-in-chief of the Company’ s forces in, 






India. A communication to that effect was accordingly made, 


by the | Chairman to. the Court of Directors, who, referring to, 
their resolution. of the 26th of January , above, adyerted {to,, 
‘postponed the further consideration of the subject, till the, 

iy 16th ¢ of June; on which day it was further discussed, but no, 

4 to Lord North. 

On. the 3d of February 1774, a General Court was cia 

i. Pl suance of a requisition from nine. proprietors, when it, 
moyed, to recommend to the Court of Directors. forthwith 

_ to. appoint General Clavering commander-in-chief in India. 
ge ballot was demanded by thirteen proprietors, amongst whom. , 
were the, Duke of Richmond and Lord Pigot. It took place. * 
fire ‘the. 8th of February, and was carried in favour of the, 

I tion, there being three hundred and fifty-four, 
‘ond | three hundred and eleven nayes. | ayilnaiatt 
Clavering was accordingly appointed by the Court , 
on ated day, following, Intelligence of that officer’s baer ee 
_ ing been rece received by the Court in April 1778, Sir Eyre Coote. * 

was ‘nominated: to a seat in council, and also commander-in- 
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the 24th Geo. Ile 
ildlrd eed Allan 6 indiarnvessdlah 
; made that the Government, should 

val, and three, in the room of -four ( 

Act of 1773). counsellors, and: that th 
chief of the Company’s forees should’ have-¥ 

precedence in council next after. the Governor-G 
0 provides, that when the Commander-in+chief in I 
pein either at Madras or Bombay, he is tobe 


ise ioneiiagd that: the offices. nn es 
or and: AB NORE SE I d by 


i potal 





r sees is anda ie ber 
—. “conmanderinehe Tia ‘sina 


ss: Wellesley: ‘then cinontceee r 
y’s ‘captain-general and. commander-in-chief of al ‘ 
whan forces serving in the East-Indies....' The san 
known 'by' proclamation at Fort William, the 26 
y 1801. » As this is the only instance in, which such 

ion has been issued it) is given: at length, and’ 
y ‘follows ‘the laws respecting the comma 


+ this head. “His Lordship issued general orders, des 


n-chief. It has-already: been observed that th 

ss Cornwallis, at the call of the East-India Comp: 
i, although at an age that “ might have diseourag 
«uct boca RR a unddértakiagytitind dom 


‘bf itheCourtof. Directors, and the rioble: \ 
d for ingis in. the month of April 1805, 


commande! 





d cap. 185, his Majesty's appra a 
confirm che appointment of commander 


ry om eas by the 24th Geo. TI, cap. 25, 
M4 enacted, that the EMMA NT of the ¢ 
mipany’s forces in India for the time being shall *! 
ice and preétdence in the Supreme Council 
the Governor-General of Fort: William # and that 
s-in-chief at Fort St. George and Bombay shall 
e council in the said respective presidencies: and. 
age expedient that any such commander-in-chief’ 
a eof his said office, be # member of any of the said resp 
is, inlets "he be specially appointed thereto,’ be it th 
| that so muéh and such part of the “séba act. 
commander-in-chief of the Company's forces 
ESeing, ‘or ‘the commanders-in-chief in ‘the 
ents of Fort St. George and Bombay, shall, b by 
I tive ofc, be a member or members of a 
“ort-William, Fort St. George, or 
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ency of which he shall be 
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a expedient 80 to mf 


ay “always, Sai a 
the time of any vacancy happening ‘in 
erhor-general, or of a governorg! 
“presidencies, no eventual syece 
“Rader the. authority of this. act shall ‘be pres 
y any - -comniandarin-chief, although he 
a member of’ the , council, of ‘the pi csi 
er occur, Shall not succeed tg the fempc 
h presidgney, unless such commander. 
ally appointed . to supp 
“tant by the cou 
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all the forces int India, shall . 
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such of the sulitary. forces of th 
eas ihe Bengal establishment shall. hav 
supply, the same ; aun 
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the Lavonia ee for a 


ude be caching 

for geet of the said’ erritoriéa, and’ they 
ion of justice within the same ; for appropriating bat 
and: profits Of fhe said Company anc for 


inber’ of the said dagheme council as hi 
be subject to-recall by the same perbottike 
and shall have the’ sume poets, franchises; 
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Jey: | Mornington). ‘of our : Cn 
an kg Wellesley, of Wellesley, in our. county 
sur kin dom of Great Britaitiy and Knight of th 
ots in Patrick, to be, daring the pleasure J : 
a lor-general of the das gy oye sit. 
"Bengal, and of all tho towns,and t — 
J of all and’singular the. fo 
ics, countries,. ee 
act “and of, and for all 
pany in the bay of Bengal, io dh places ar 
Ba as in the: East-Indies, together at 
i powers ang auti $s committed and giy i 
eneral of Bengal, f time a a b 4 
t fiament Negepaag and by 
i $ Pac ‘said Company, bearing 
“ thousand seven hundred an yh mr 
said Richard Marquis Wellesley, ‘governo 
ch icf by the fort and garrison of “Fort-Wi 
ileutta, and of al the eee 
be employed. in thes c 
n the said fort, garrison, 
from time to time a) i 





rat ti sa scar ot , during our 
ty yall things whatsoever, 
h a: fice” eof our captain-general, 
a forbes, 8, ‘within the satrapgorensid cia gen 
pe m ‘all, und whatsoever for us, and nou 
ak ominand, order, and direction ol ‘ol 
gine! forces whatsoever in’ the 5 
ich the aid R rd, Marquis Wellesley, is not. “anhGE 
i lowered te A , do, and perfo by force and ‘virtu ' 
im Gil ota the said United Company, it ‘belo 
it and typo ‘by this our commission, to give to 
; : Wellesley, full wer and authority to ord der 
ad Gouitro! all military forces en loved, or to be emplay aye 
ritoriés and parts aforésai uses to which 
ed by the & d United Company to th 
ey; a it extend for want of pe 
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in and command the a 
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e¢ arose from the meeting of, th twent 
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superintends the raising and allo i the re 


rs for ehiclaenibd It directs ri setae fins 
of, seamen’s wages, outward .and _homewanlit 





e. ‘The Gosnnrrex oF y Sucrzcy appa pointe 


ects of commerce and revenue, it ‘became’ 
“to any of the standing committees, either 
erferences with the Indian princes, of “Whose” 
sgt governments had become sharers 
¢ the political connexion which the ‘Comp 


rily had with the executive "government 


ie 


oe ah of 1748, re while the political’ Dai 





to is healing. To this 
the same principle of securing to th 


nce of the executive power, to ‘ena 
5 to » retain the: possession of IEA, as 


mE packets which might be addressed “i ‘then, 
such parts only of them before the Court of D 
ought prudent. to divulge, were renewet 


, 


eit 


ve for seventeen successive years. 


: ae were vested with the’ prot 
anys that they rng “iar 1 ovbr 


ne. to ime, to a 
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Company. Such Te] 


he Committee of Py Lace 
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areas ne established i in 1784. 
‘Provided also, and be it further enacted 
oard of Commissioners shall be of opinion 
! ams ae ‘matter of any of their sepry pc 
rning the levying war, or making peace, or 
Dy prigctinting with any of the native princes or. 
;., in Indie, intended to be communicated. in orde 
¢ governments or presidencies in India, s be of a 
orecy, it shall ‘and may be lawful forthe said P 
orders and instructions to the Secret Committee of 
‘tof Directors, to be appointed as is by this act directa 
thereupon, without disclosing the same, transinit. their 
atches, aceording to the tenor of the said orders @ 
oe Pthe said: Board, to the respective governments 
é ih India; and that the said governments and 


o'pay a ite obedience thereto, in liké' manner 


er’ pet dagtwacts shad been sent to them by the said | 
re ‘i cehatulte Laer 
(8) And be it Hither enacted, that the said 
t Directors shall fron time to time appoint, 
Committee, to’ consist si any © he not 
“three ‘of ‘the said Direct i 


shall act in the ccna 
in them, take an oath. . 





— or “persons, who shall be Gay nominated and ¢ 
i or preparing the same respectively, intins 
“ale the said Commissionerseto disclose and mal 
."** So help me God.” sige 7 
x oath shall and may be administered 


* tinté being amongst the acts of the said Court. 
(6), Aud be it * i enacted, that if the said Secret. 
mittee, in execution of their said powers and the 
K shell find it necessary to employ any person, in mittee 6 
g or preparing any secret despatches, orders, the Se 
"or. instructions required to be transmitted-by them to » —— 


e 


cs sunder the direction of this act, the said des. pegs 
iy orders, and instructions shall be transcribed take an « 


” and prepared. either by the secretary of the Court of a 

a Directors for the time being, or by the officer called the exay 
Mndian correspondence fur the time being, and by no other, 

_ persons, unless with the approbation and consent of the said 
‘commissioners for the affairs of India, for that purpose first 
‘obtained; and that as well the said secretary and examiner 

ier baer who shall be intrusted with the transcribing 
sl 


by the members of the said Secret Cor 
3 ; and the awembers of the said commit { 
y authorized and required to frame 
rd dingly, and to attest the taking and subs crit 
id. secretary and am ; and all other e 





dye mr nteHupon that duty, take 
bets of the saitf/Secret Comm 
as" unto the tenor arid form of the oath h 
hiond directed to be taken by the members of the s 
ittees!as ‘the Gase will adinit, in such nfanner as ‘by’ ‘the ® 
‘he ‘thirty-third year of his present Majesty is requi 
‘outh thereby dirécted to be taken by persons employed” 
ne and Rpercaibing secret despatclics intended to be #nt to” 
‘AN 
7) Provided also, and be it further enacted} a i 
5 daa any of ‘thégovernments or presidencies -in India 
shal! be of opinion that any of their os 
(creat Britain, concerning the government of the: sardi 
territories and acquisitions, or the levying war, or mak» 3 
ing ‘peace, or negociations or treaties with any of't! ; 
princes or states of India, shall be of a nature to require the! 
‘to"be kept secret, it shall be lawful for the said governments Or™’ 
dencies respectively to address their despatches requiring such!’ 
cy; under cover, sealed with their seals, unto the said Secrét’+ 
littee of Directors of the said Company, for the inspection of 
mittee, and that immediately upon the arrival of such'des- 
80 addtessed, the said Secret Committee of Directors piers 
é same or copies thereof to the said Board. 
(8) And be it further enacted, that from and after’ 
. the passing of this act, where any of the goverriments 
or presidencies in the East- Indies, or parts aforesaid * 
_ shall, under the provisions of the said first-mentioned 
eect of the thirty-third year of his present Majesty, 
address any eae nes to the Secret Committee | of 


spection of such committee ; the said Secret’ C 
mittee of Directors shall not disclose or make k 1 
any” ‘such despatches which’ relate ‘to’ the ett 
; og of peace, or treating or negotiating with any'o 
@ Princes or statéyof the Eust-Indies, or other patts 
“of the said Compaiiy 8 charter, until they shall be: 
‘Board of tise i the Affairs of Inidia 8 
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ties as are before prescribed, tDrecigg 
of directors.—{ Vide Court of Directors.) 
Secret Commitiee for Signals, $c. 
That a Committee of Secrecy, besides the Secret Power 
Committee authorized by’ the act of the 33d Geo. III, Commit 
cap. 52, be annually appointed by the Court of Direc- ~ H 
tors ; and that the only subjects of reference to the said Committeeof 
Secrecy shall be the soliciting and settling of all matters relative 
i places of rendezvous, and convoys with the Admiralty. | , ‘5 


* Secret Commercial Committee. “~~ Ii: i 


That the Court of Directors bg, empowered, so Court of Ditee- 
often as it shall appear to them to be necessary, to ap" fors may ee 
point a committee, to consist of five directors, of whom peat camumner- 
the chairman and deputy are to be two, for carrying cial objects, who 
into effect such commercial objects, under the instruc- arbor Aimy | 
tion of the Court of Directors, as shall be of a nature i court gate 
to require secrecy ; and that the committee so appoint- dane witha 
ed, shall report their proceedings to the court, when- 
ever the same, in their judgment, can be done with safety to the inte 3 
rests of the Company, and within the period to which the duration of 
such committee shall be limited. 





Reports to be laid before Court within eight days. 


ist i, 
That the report of every committee appointed by “evan 
the Court of Directors, shall be signed and laid be- j,ia before a. 
fore a Court of Directors within eight days. Court of 
tos within eight days. « 
Tonnage fur the season to be reported. 


That the Committee of Buying and Warehouses: _ Begins tm 
and Committee of Shipping shall report to the Court be made to.she 
of Directors, at least ten days before the ships are © eh Diree- 

‘the ton- 
taken up, the quantity of tonnage necessary for the pee wanted for 
service of the current year; and that the tonnage to the current year. 
be contracted for shall be proportioned to those reports, provided’ the 
Court of Directors shall approve the same. 9 Oh Vat e 


Treasury Committee not to have uniimited vote of credit, and not io io con. ver 
sist of less than three Members. se ea a 
That no unlimited vote of credit shall be given by No unlimited 
the Court of Directors to the Committee of orang geri ae 
Com 


on the Company's account. 
Treasury, 


That the quorum of the Comnnittee of Treasury Three to be 
shall never consist of less than three Directors. Comme be _ ; 
’ a ‘ ' ~ _ Treasury,” aa Me 


eee 





Fiesat, 

ft + Unen is charter granted by Queen Elizabeth in 1600, 
it was jordained that a governor and twenty-four committees, 
as the members were then designated, should be chosen antfn- 
ally:for.the management of all the affairs of “ 11e Governor 
“ and Company of Merchants of London trading to the East- 
“ Indies,” which was their corporate name, ‘t was likewise 
provided that a deputy-governor should be elcted in a gene- 
ral court. 


_ In 1698 the new company was incorpor ider the denor 
mination of the English East-India Con g¢ William 
1. In the choice of governor ani ‘he same 
system was observed by the English «hat which. 
had been established by the old or apany. The 
London Company's exclusive privil: were to cease 


im 1761; so far, however, from being 
vested i in the English Company, t! 
to trade on such portion of that .o 
they had subscribed, and thns retair 
which they had acquired. The Eng 
made three advances in payment « 
their stock depressed in price, and 





credit beginning to waver, » 
overtures to the London ion 

negociations were carried « “agewhich in- 
telli was received by the of the alarm 
which their foreign. settlements b nearing of the 
establishment of,the English Com,  amediately ad- 
. dresse agents abroad, urgin: be dismgved 
e committees describe “jug stowm, 

1 Was SO from tearing aly & little 

« ‘tadok the roots, and mag : e ‘beter 


aes “ 
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permission to attend the King, to entreat that ‘big Maj 
would be graciously pleased to givé it his royal assent.| Per= 
mission having been given to the London Company to attend ae 
his Majesty, the governor and committees, with abouteone. 
handred proprietors, accompanied by the lord mayor, ~ sheriffs, 
and six of the aldermen of London, obiaitted ~ama ‘dadiedice of 
his Majesty at Kensington, on the 8th March 1699, ‘at which 
the King way pleased to assure them of his favour and pro- 
tection, and recommended an union of the two companies’ 1 
their serious consideration, as it was his epinion that it would 
be most for tle interest of the India trade. In July 1702, 
after much pre’ ry discussicn, an Indenture Tripartite was 
passed unde seal, It was described as the CHARTER 
or Unio: eect in 1708, until which period it wae; 
agreed 1) enty-four managers should be appoint+ 
ed, twelve t om each company for carrying on the 
” trade. The ny was to be ae iz 
. , and theSname of the company | I ea 
rep Company or Mercrants 0F-”: 
2 E.sv-Lypues, whose affairs were'to Ay 
n lire iors, agreeably to the charter” | 
i@ 10th of King Wiliam. In 1708, > 
dH ich treasurer, Lord Godolphin, 
ans, on the 25th March. P1709; ‘the 
‘ed Company was held. 
twenty-four directorsi-were 
‘th the several commitices 
‘rectors. It appears.tu have’ 
«tors severally ‘to take the chair’ 


English | YON 


were apy} Y r 


been ‘the Fust< 


for a week eac: 
from’ the Co: 
diyjded into 
Months, an 
should b: 

At a, 


yp if vt Se 


“t was recommended in a.report. 
ry-Laws, that the year should. be 
each period to consist of three 
‘e months a chairman mene 3 


Sr 


en") ES March 1714, a resdlition tet 
was 
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ralizéd,” ‘and have in his own right a 


Cs st when the directors were. annually 
capet, at their. first meeting, should elect outof: 
‘two persons, the one to be chairman, the other 
Phairman for the whole year. On the Mth April fol 
lowing, being the first court day after the election, a chairman 
‘and deputy-chairman were chosen by the ballot, which course 
is now prescribed by the by-laws. From that time twenty-four 
directors were elected annually, avd a chairman and deputy 
chosen at the first court wher the election ; at which court the 
committees were also nominated. ‘ 

-In March 1738, a proposition was submitted to the General 
Court for precluding any director, should he be elected four 
years. successively, from filling the offices of chairman and 
deputy-chairman more than once during the said term: it was 
negatived. In June 1734, a by-law was enacted, by whieh no 
proprietor, after he had served as a director for four years, 
could be re-elected until he should have been one year out 
of the direction. 

‘This regulation was incorporated in the act of the 13th Geo. 
THi, cap. 63, commonly called the Regulating Act, which was 
the first legislative provision passed for the general government _ 
of the Company’s affairs subsequent to the charter of King 


William, with the exception of the enactments as to the deela-, 


ration of dividends and the comtaencement and termination 
of a’ballot. £ 
The qualifications for a director, and fie dle 8 applicable >” 










to directors individually. will be firstbgiefiygnoticed, alter 
which the constitution of the Court of mas a body, : 


et the ote? of King 6 Sornaae, ed 
elected from ithe ve! of propriety 


of ‘such choice be a iodi born subjd c 





‘pounds or more stock. 
igitecton ba than he is in 


‘ble for the ditbetion. 


q o 3 
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“Within ten days i cei ne 
@oath pele the Lord tame | 


he shall not take such oath within the J resi 
ome his election is to become void. = oie 

i. director is liable to be displaced by_ h 
“two General Courts; at the first of ich h 
motion. of removal are to be a rd and at the 
“second ‘the question is to be‘decitled bags the votes «2 rive pro- 
(prietors then present. ~ a 

A director of the Fast-India Company nee Yo be a direc- 
‘tor of the Bank or South Sea Com ‘at the same time. 

No person having been in office in India is capable of being 
‘ n a director until he shall have returned to and been. 
ae in England two years. It is likewise prescribed ‘by 
the by-laws, thet any person being elected a director within 







Lt 


_two years after holding any maritime office in the service of 


“the Company is liable to be removed. 
No director is to have any dealings with the Company, ex- 
_cept at their public sales, neither is he to vote on a lot of goods 
wherein he may be concerned. A director is not to take any 


« fee or reward, directly or indirectly, upon any account what- 


soeVer, relatiug’ to the business or affairs of the Company, 
under pain of »» 41. When a director goes beyond sea, he 
is required te, p report thereof to the Court of Direc- 
tors; and sha Yontinue beyond sea twelve munths, he is 
liable to’be# om his office; also, if he shall hold any 
office or pla ent under the crown. No director i is 
to trade. g ia otherwise than in the joint stock of 
the Com‘ st any kind of business for persons, resi- 
















dent in fain or emolument whatever. 
_ The « s designation as the Unirep 
Compan Wation for a Drrecror, and the laws 
affecting aving been pointed out, the constitution 
of the Cc Ecrors will now be-noticed. 


Theres four directors, six of whom are elected 
* of stx, who, having served four years, 
ig ‘ble to be re-elected till they have been 
By 
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Te 


ae 
seven iprovidiat, instead of | 













prescribed oath, 
of King Williaa, 
any thirteen of fiefs 
direct the affairs of the Coaniptly, according to the acts of 
Nament and by-laws which may from time to time be passed 
for their government and direction. It is ordained by the 
by-laws, that in the first Court of Directors which is held 
after the annual election, » chairman and depnty-chairman 
are to be nt 2 OO ballots. .Ie At is likewise ordained by the 
by-laws, that a of Directors shall be held once in every 
week, A Court ¢ cons astitused in. ie | manner before mentioned 
is the executive me 
sesses full power antl a ti t 
nected with the affairs of ae dia, b 
(excepting such as relate to the cimmittees of Secrecy) sub- 
ject tothe parliamentary restrictions contained in the various 
acts'which have been passed, for the government ‘of the Com- 
; pany, 
yr ae 
* In case of death, remjyal, or otherwise, the Director who may be elected on 


such vacancy is to by. chosen to serve the remainder of the ust for which the person 
__ who occasions the ‘vacancy had to serve. 
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dverted 
to, it. re - bd originate 

instance despatches or ine ithe govern~ 
ia. be he Board af Com iy ve “the power 
acl transntit 
the civil or 
yu sitions! ‘or 
tof Diree- 
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"power Wxeserved to the Court of Ditectors to make such 
antaiions as they may see fits” 
orders, despatches, or instructions from the Court’ ‘to 
their governments abroad (excepting always the secret eom- 
mittees) must be signed by thirteen or more Directors, and 
any disobedience of such orders by their servants abroad is 
punishable as a misdemeanor. 

The Coart have the poy 
governments in India. ‘The 














r to the severab 
yovernor-general, 


and gevernors of the siil% of Madras 
and Bombay ; also those of” gy fief in India, pro- 
vincial commander-in-chic _conmmanders-in~ 


* chief at Madras and Bo: 
of his Majesty, to be signified under the sign-manual, coun- 
tersigncd by the president, of the Board. The absolute: ap-: 
pointment of members to council is vested im the Court of 
Directors. If, however, the Court neglect to appoint to any 
of the abovementioned vacancies fortwo calendar months 
after such vacancy has been notified to theni; the King may. 
appoint; and in the case of the party so appointed: the Court 

ean ; ~ of 




















s) their’ servants, His. Mae 
VM ersigned by the president of the Board, 
may -Temove Por servant of the Company in India, 
provided a 1 » copy of every such instrument. is 

ed tothe chairman or deputy chairman 
within eight days after the same. shally, ~ 
be apprized thereof. “7 

e Court may appoint..p ovisional successors to council ; 

whovtce not to draw the allowartégs of the office till they shall 
have actually succeeded thereto. ¢ 

The Court, with the sprobation of.the Board of Commis- 
sioners, are empowered to suspend the extraordinary powers 
of the governor-general to act upon his own bine 
and to revive them again should they see fit. 

All appointments of writers, cadets and assistant-aurpeaps 
rest with the Court, who are to be governed by the retwni 
of vacancies transmitted home by the several governments * ie 
abroad. 
yiThe Court can permit civil servants to return to India, 
although they shall have been absent more than five years; 
provided such absence shall be proved, to the satisfaction of 
the Court, to have been occasioned by sickness; otherwise, 
their return must be sanctioned by a ballot in General Court, 
in which three parts in four of the Proprietors voting musi 
concur. ; 

' Any civil servant retucning after five years’ absence, is only 
entitled to rank according’ to the period he shall have served 
in India at the time of his departure, taking such rank imme- 
diately below those who shall have served a like length. of » 
time. 

{Phe Court, with the approbation of the Board of Commis- 
‘siorfets, may permit the return of military officers, after they 
shall Ahave been absent beyond five years, provided they shall 
be satisfied that sickness, infirmity, or some inevitable accident, 
has caused such absence. - 

Military officers, of the rank of a general officer, or colonel 
commanding 





ae a regiment, | t 
probation of the Board, to return 10 although they may | 
have been absent beyond five Fetal ae, absence u 
have been occasioned by sickness:or infirmity. No resto 
of servants, civil or military, who shall have beens 
removed by the governments abroad, is vali 
ewithout the approbation of the Board of Commission Saree 
jis any action to be stayed or ees, son Pout 
out the consent of the Board. oh or 
The Court may grant any gratuity vot ciatlinn 8iX |, 
dred pounds, and may make an addition of two hundred pounds 
per annum to any person’s salary; y gratuity * or increase 
of salary beyond such. sums, are subject to the approbation. of 
the General Court’ and of the Board of Commissioners... 4 < 
‘The Court are required to keep. separate accounts*of their. 
political and commercial affairs, and to lay a complete account 
-of all their affairs annually before Parliament... All 
“which are presented to Parliament by the Court of Directors 
are to be laid before the General Court of Proprietonss: », 
‘The Court of Directors are required by charter to. 
and appoint four General Courts to be held; one in ‘Or 
in June, one in September, and one in December, If'the’ 
. tectors fail in summoning such Courts, any three. or ‘more 
Directors may summon and call a General Court 
_ Acdirector has the power of entering his dissent on}  pro- 
ceedings of the Court of Directors to any measure, wi 
fourteen days from the date on which such measure sha 
been adopted or resolved on by the Court. xf 
The foregoing statement gives i general view of 
tution and powers of the executive body of the | 
Company. To enumerate at any length the various: 
devolve upon the Court would extend this head. 
It may be sufficient to remark, that all papers, ‘le 
rials, and petitions, addressed to the Court of? 
_read on the first Court day which is held after | 
received, and a decision is either immediately. 
stag ioweneslttasg omar pmpaanrcte st: i 
7 bite hae “eom- 


* Vide Gratuities. Vide Salaries. weeusehats x 
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' Minimiaw financial, revenue, judicial, military, public, 
Separate, law, and ecclesiastical departments, come under the 
‘consideration and review of the Court, as well as the replies 

“landorders consequent thereon, It rests with the Court'to — 
confirm or revise all measures of the several committees, and 
. t0 decide on the very numerous applications and appeals from 
the various servants and parties in Europe, as well as cornes- 
sponding » owith the several public departments of “his Majesty’s 
-governinent. -It may also be observed, that as the Court of 
‘Directors are the ex body of the East-India Company, 
* ‘so the chairman and ty chairman are the organs. of the 
Seer All subjects are brought forward by them; all cem- 

7 4yuiring personal intercourse with his Majesty's — , 
a diche Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
eiwiucted by them, excepting in cases where it has 
“expedient to form a deputation, by associating 
+ of the Court with the chairs; hence it will be 
Biche duties of the Court of Directors form in the 
















LAWS. 
Number of Directors. 


7) (1) And for the better ordering, ‘managing, aaa 1 
Wacoverning the affairs of the same Company, and for a 
gthe making and establishing a continual succession of 

persons to be the directors of the same, we do, by 
for us, our heirs and successors, grant unto the 
itic, so called; The English Company trading to the 
nd. to their successors, and do hereby erdain and ap- 
shali be, from time to time, for ever (of the mem- 
ee id i Cosnpeny) twenty-four directors of and in the same 
Wilich directors, or any thirteen or more-of them, shall 
a Hed a Count or rie Directors, forthe ordering, 
omaniigihg, and directing the affairs of the same Company, and corpo- 
~~ ration, and he eee and a peediogee as are hereinafter 
"mentioned. i j 


cer Gain ~~ 


Thirteen 





“Laws 


Thid, 











3) Audifor thi bett 
affairs of Me: ‘same Company, 
whibie presents will, authorise, ill eligthd shit 
directors, for the time being, or any thirteen or more* 
of them, shall and -may from time t0'time, and at-all ate! wantin 
convenient times, assemble and meet. together at) any business “of 4 
convenient place or places for the direction and manage- =~ so 
ment of the affairs and business of the same Companys . dade 
and then and there to hold courts of the-directors, for =). Uy.) 
the purpose aforesaid, and summon General Courts, . to-meet : as-often 
aé they shall see cause ; and that the said directors, dr. the major part, 
of them so assembled, shall and muy act according to such by-laws, ~ 
constitutions, orders, rules, or directions»as shall from time to time 
be made and given unto them by the General Court of the said Com> 
pany ; ; and in all cases where such by-laws, constitutions, orders, rules, i 
or directions, by or from the General Court shall be wanting, the said © 
directors, or the major part of them so assembled, shall and may direct 
and manage all the affairs and business of the same Company, in. thé as 
direction of all the voyages of or for the same Company, and the 
vision of the shippmg and merchandizes thereunto belaeingh: 
the sale of the merchandizes, goods, and other things wetun 
or any the voyages or ships of or for the same Compas, 
transacting and handling of all other matters and thin; 
concerning the sanie Company ; and shall and may cl 
the agents or servants which shall from time to time I 
be employed therein, and to allow and pay reasonab 
aljowances to the said agents and servants respectively, a 
any of them, from time to time, to remove or displace as 
see cause, and generally to act and do in all matters and 
soever, which by the said recited act of Parliament #) 
done, and in all matters and things whatsoever, which t 
necessary for the well ordering and managing of the si 
and the affairs thereof; and to do, enjoy, perform, and e 
powers, authorities, privileges, acts, and things in relat 
Company as fally, to all intents and purposes, as if the 1 mt 
by the whole Company, or by a General Court of the siti 
nevertheless to such restrictions, limitations, rules, or af 
are contained in the said recited act of Parliament, or 
sents in that behalf. te 
Qualification. 

(3) Provided ety and we do hereby, for us, our i he per 
heirs and ‘successors, constitute, ordain, and appoint, 
that no person shall be capable of being chosena di- 
recto oe the said puree who shall not, at the tine’ 
























ounds or more, in the said stock ; and that n 
» directo ‘shall continue: in his or their respective offices longer. than 
Fy the Continuance of such their respective interests and stocks, in their 


own names anf rights, ang to'their own uses respectively ; butupon, ; 


parting with, or reducing his oF their: respective shares or interest in, 
the said stock, to any lesser sum or sums than as aforesaid,: the said 
respective offices or places of such director or directors so parting 
with, reducing, or diminishing their said sharcs or interest as aforesaid, 
"shall cease, determine, and become vacant, and others shall be chosen 
in their room by a General Court of the same Company. 


Not ta be @ Director of the Baril or South Sea Company. 


Nowe’ may be ~ (4) And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, ; 


ag om ss °f that in all future elections of Governor, Deputy-Go- 


East-Iudia vernor, or Directors of the respective corporations of 
Company at the the Bank of England, and of the United Company of 
Wat Merchants of England trading to the East-Indies, all 


and every person or persons who shall be elected Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, or Director of the Bark of England shall, during the year 
for which he or they shall be elected, be incapable of being chosen 
divector or directors for the management of the affairs of the said 
United C y, and all and every person or persons who shail. be 
elected director or directors of the said United Company, shall, during 
theyear for which he or they shall be so elected, be incapable: "of 
béing chosen a governor or deputy-governor, or director or directors 
of the a of England. 


How to be elected. 


L a 
Syat 


siceion’ it pact rectors of the said United Company, every. year, in 
fer «the!!second such manner as at present prescribed by charter,\has 
reel in not answered the good purposes intended thereby, 
ae _ but, on the contrary, by limiting the duration of their 
ificesd sO) eeort a time, evidently tends to weaken the ‘authority 
of th Cour Directors, and to produce instability in the councils 
and: , of the said Company; may it therefore please your 
‘Majesty that it may béenacted, and be it enacted by the King’s most 
set pith by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
% ut mporal, and Commons, in this present: Parliament 
y ithe authority of the same, that at the next ensuing 

4 dew of \directors of the said United Company, instead of 
an election of twenty-four Directors to serve for the space of one year 
sane Pe shall be chosen, in such manner and arder as the directors 
the the ei ited ‘ompany for the time be hall appoint, six 
di expressly for the term of one VORP 4 ;_an@*six other directors 
re 2 Na for 






he keep he sccianaiaite, and: shail mst al cc gai is:own 
; ; “name, or! in, his own wight, and for be ean 


By 17 Geo..s,- (5) And whereas the electing and choosing of Di-, 
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ae aatieid riya ae said respective 

directors, and no more, shall be chosen, from ae ange 
place of such directors whose term shall have expired} 

hereby declared incapable of being? then re-chosen ; and. at, 
subsequent election, during the continuance of the charter of the 
United Company, six ne® directors shall be chosen, and sh I con- 
tinue to be directors for the term of four y@ars, andsgo lo 
accounted gual ie day on which the election of such directors. was 
respectively ; and in case the office and authority “of any, such 
director l fio void by death, removal, or. otherwise, ; another 
shall be chosen from time to time, in his place, to serve as a director 
during the remainder of such term for which the person. whose office 
shall have become void was chpsen, and no longer. Rae ye 


Election, when to take place. v ty St . wed 


(6) And whereas there is not any provision in the 
said act for the making an election of directors of the | “as 
said United Company at any other time than on the on Wednesda 
exact day when thé term of the former elections expire: epee 
and whereas the day of election of directors, ip the ‘election 
year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, _ sevord 
according to the said recited act, will happen on Sun-" i. 

@ day, the thirteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and. 
seventy-seven ; but it is highly improper that such election should. be 
made on a Sunday, and it is expedient that the ke impropriety shduld 
be prevented in future; be it therefore enacted by the King’s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spirituat and temporal, and Commons, in this present, Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that, instead ofthe 
said general election of six directors of the h ge ni 
the said year one thousand seven hundred and. seven 
term of four years, being made on Sunday, the said thirteenth day of 
April, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, ther same 
election shall be made on Wednesday, the sixteenth day 
month of April; and in respect to all future actual ¢ t ns Pl 
rectors of the said United Company, instead of the same being, 
on the exact day of the expiration of the ara fpr Which tha tance 
Directors were elected, im pursuance of the said. such’ 
future annual general elections of Directors of the ag I 
pany shall be made on the second Wetncniaiaitis 
m every year. 


















Oath to be taken by a D Direct “ 
Si Spd, be Set, spnod, tet oe perso 
after be elected a Director ot the said Comp 


sist 





‘in te ‘aid he take renee 


es ASB, Sans ele sum of two thousand ponilly nove 
standing in my name, of the Stock of the United Company of Mer 
chants of England trading to the East-Indies, whereof I am elected 
“to be a director, doth at this time ‘belong to me in my-own right, 
) # aud not in trust for diy other person or persons whomsbever ; 
~ Wand I do farther swear, that in case I shall at any time or times, 
whilst I shall continue to be a director of the said Compgny, have 
« any dealings or business with the said Company upon my own ac+ 
* gount, separately or in conjunction with any other person or persons, 
“for or in respect of buying for or selling to the said Compuny any 
bullion or othi goods whatsoever, or ia making any other bargain 
‘or contract + eaummee ver, by, to, or with the said Company, then and 
avery gig pprevious to any treaty or negotiation upon such 
tes, I will declare and record the same upon'the 
‘court or committee where the same is to be trans- 
‘will withdraw from such court or committee 
ion thereof, and will notereturn thereto, until 
or ‘businesse: shall be decided upon > wad 3 do 
ght arn not directly ov indirectly interested or con- 
or part-owner, of or in aay'sip or vessel whi 
ie bei or freighted, or is expected to be hired or@ 
he use of the said Company; and that during 
jinue to be a director of the said Company, T 
wner or part-owner of any ship or vessel 



























« which is or “| gic freighted, except such ships or shares of 
“ ships as show B me by bequest or marriage#or as next of kin 
« Of any pope ¥ Wwmpua!! die intestate, and that in all such eases I 


botice in writing to the Court of Directors of 
'my being so interested; and I do héreby 
i and dispose of my interest in such, shipping 
ext after my, interest therein shall accrue, or 
‘and will vacate my place and office of a 
ppany : and further I do swear, that I will 
, accept or take-any petquisite, emolument, 
‘ pon any account whatsoever, or any promise 
Or any perunite, emolument, ‘fee, present, or re- 


the said pine employ, or for or on 
relating to, any other’ business or affairs of 
h hy st 4 the 















. of’ Incorporati i waiaaia! ey fad: m 
+) “cout, any sib oi coins, ‘é@ other’ eats: pies S 
5 re an of Parliament made in the. fifty-third year of the™ 
Ee en « Majeagy King George the Third, intituled, An Act for cc 
sei on “ ip the Easr-Ivpra Company for a further term, the possession. 

| the Brrrisn territories rw Ixvra, together with ‘certain pi 
ve (4 «  wilegesyfor establishing further Regulations for the, oneenue D 
gS tie said Territories, and, thapbetter Administration ak er ag mst 2 
bs “the same, and for Regilating the Trade*1o aii. ‘rom: the places * 
baer? # ‘within the tte of the said Company. And de For or fy gk 





































eg a swear, that in the office’ of a di 

per ny, I will be indifferent and equal to al 

4 gic was ‘will in all things faithfully and honestly dé 

ah a i ‘ing to the best of tay skill and under: tanding.” i m ‘al he 

fie add : J * "Which said: oath shall be signed by the persons 2) " 

ie same, and shaij ie administered by any tivo ” f * 
te i: Company, whd also shall signegnd attest, 


any person so to be elected a director of thé 
Nvidia wrefuse or neglect to take the said oath within hy 
*. office or iPlace, asa director ofthe said ‘Compaa Y 


a? If held office in India, to be resident two 4 
#4 * qualified. 
eee * ~ (8)*And it is hereby further enacted, tha 
» 63)’ whatsoever, employed in any civil or milite 
~  §2 — city°whatsoever, in the East-Indies, or claitiny 
power, poe or jurisdiction. therein, sh 


me app or chosen injo the office of 
ii or s shall have returned to* and } 

fie the ~ csmapale’s years ; any law or 

withstanding. ¥ 


; .._ Action. «Fae 
uss (9) Actions not a be stayed ‘without consent 


ih 9 53, Barths in India. 
$68 (10) The government \in India, may estal 


MOT. blishment of any such corporation shy 
” Beem WOl they shall have received the appr 















of tte. “shalt at. 
Director, "or an) 

)* fiom “any other’ o1 

their exclusive: trac 


Company, stat 

ort y govermi 
quisitions in India, 
Court of Direc- Q 
; prt plat Dir. 









cota he 


i pro- shall,” arid ? Ahey are hergby required, from : ie to > 
time, to deliver to the oard ‘of eae 
the Affairs of India, capies of all ig 

 Pesolutions, and proceedings of all Con 

tors, general or special, and of all Courts NO 
. ight days after the holding of ae pa O50 
ead uo oa’ stale 








1 ishment to be a me’ 
hd ing the office of goy 
ig in the same ilies 


ie 


$ oF, sq Teticrs, advi 
e received y the said Coutt ofi 
* directors, from thd East-Indies, or 
ents or factories within the linits of 
any,of the servants of the said United » 
elena, ‘Bussora, Suez, Aleppo, or other 
ywise relating to or concerning the civil # 
he revenues of the said territories and ac- 
itely after the arrival and receipt thereof. 
id be it further enacted, .thgt the Court of ~ igig. 
of the said. Company shall, and theygare 59 Geo. 4, 
ired from time, to time to deliver to the i, peed 
H copies of all minutes, orders, gpl ia 
lings of all Courts of Proprietors, , 


and of all Courts of Capea wi eo 
r the falls of such _courts resp 


the limits _ 

said United 
Bussira, Su leppo, or other 

tee oe ar Concerning the 

e other commercial purposes, 

: of the said ‘territories or acquisitions, or” 

~any loan raised ot to be raised in the 

ities issued or to be i ciaed by any of the 









shall p propose to be’sent to Ind 
the said Board ; ta dor 
s alter the ipt of such proposed des 
ither return the same to the said Coart of 
Satan: with their approbation thereof cert! 
‘of the chief or assistant-secretarv * *~ «nid Bagrd 
of the said, ard, or 4if the said isapprove, 
or vary in substanée any of such pronee” 
they ‘such case the said Board 
writing, under the hand of the*chief ¢ 
_ Board, by order 8f the said Board, th. 
© thereof, together. with their instructions 
») » tion thereto; and that. the said director: 
required forthwith to despatch and send th« 
tions; in the form approved by the said Be 
~~ ments or officers in India, or other limits, wit. 
on any represéhtation mage to them by th: 
Boufd shall order any alterations to be made 4 
directors of the said Compaiy, for the time fing, wl; and ¢ 
required to pay obedience to, and shall be governed nd bound | 
pana 2 oe as they aa from mr 


yale ‘government of the said 
:  Fevenues of the same, according to | eten 
93. 16 A fk 
nce Vx Sets ned ‘onl al ce 


+ nothing herein-contained 

























Apne ama ber in _. Same, which, rics agen 
Jencaneal —_ in:iguch: case’ Be nine i sis of “si 


fate gs er ‘ sil 


issue” (18). idod pie nds } pat duns iatae a stg. toe 

‘ip this act conte’ ed shall extend,arbe =. % 
, construed to extend, to giv to the said) Bearbwf =, 
Commissioners auy power 0. ee to Renu assent ha 


ig 


edi de -seud any orders or oe | 

ot re 16 points connected with civil: ve ee 
“his Ment, or @evenues. of the*B tush territories or pose 
6, Sessions-,in.India, nor to. «punge, vary, or alter 
proposed by! the said Com” of Directors anpalores ? 
‘not relate to the said gove, iment or r 
‘said Board shall send"any orde 4% or instructior 
of Directors, tobe by them transmitted, which im: the 
the, said. Court, of Directors sha’i relate ta. pointsynot 
pesraic: ‘civil or military government or revenues, 

ol i sabe } ful for, the Regis c-taed 












spams ap 


ation 
yw 


‘the sa or if; san. sal Seapets 
|jn'“substance any" 0". such proposed orders or instr 


°'gtich case the «aid. ard ¢liall give to the said dived 
cinder thie wand of chief or assistant-secretary of ihe 
By order of the said 1 ard, their reasons at large: in 
we ‘with theif ins, ctions’to the’said directors. in 
shan “and that the said direc »rs shall, and they are hereby 
*' qpith to‘despateli and «id the letters, orders, and: instruet 
_ *fortiapproved by the | jd Board, to the "government 
Gn'the Exst-Indies, with sat further delay; Minless; on-any. 
bs ‘tion made to ‘them by: he said directors, the said Board 
«ay ‘alterations to be me’ le therein; and ‘that the said 
'y are hereby reqt) red to pay o} 
Bind by, iit ord) Ts and i i 


©: \eaig bah ere jon, » scntig ri ‘core 
Hoo rag , 





be: subject to the like rules, baa 0 
ne in pretaes room or _— well vhs Hote 


0 i aiacsty. bound to’ the Eas- Indies or eager rig } 
oe than lighters and craft, to convey, deliver, Pe or ay 

a receive: goods, wares, or merchandize, or any, other 4s 

~ omatter or thing whatsocver to or fram.on board, my 

‘th ips. oly or to be used in relation to the loading, BY 
them in. the -said docks or basons, and, other es Re te 
epee ighters, and craft bringing or carrying. 


fare asenenee mpd u 


‘without, the consent in writing of the Court of I 





"eal such General Court, to be held, of the 
Company qualified for electors.—{ Vide ( ne Ire 


we 


*. Governor-General. 


the aap to act upon his own. oe 


or Kenieral) 
Gratuities. 
7) Provided also, and be it further enacted, that it pane 
shall not be lawful for the Board of Commissioners, oar 
" 40 give or cause to be given any direction for the pay- . 
_ ment of any extraordinary allowance or gratuity from the « 
nues to any person, on ecrisentiedl sarc erforme 
on ‘any other account whatever, to any gro u 


by the said Court of Directors to be sent to 
y them to the said Board ree iat vot andt 


ae. The ‘Cobopany uel cs Nes 
acs out ema ae 





to be laid before t pigs whose caper t 
Court of Directors.—( Vide hou saws : 


b any ie a stores to any place upon the continent mio : 

; ‘ _ between the river Indys and the town of Malacca, ih 
Wi ty GR the peninsula of Mala@@n inclusiyg, or in any island — 4 
"under the go ent of the said.Company, situate to the north of 
_ theequator;-or to the said Company's factory of Bencoolen, in the 

' island ‘of Sumatra, or its dependencies; save only the said United =" 
Company, or such as shall obtain their special leave and licence in’ * 





\ writing, or a special leave ici licence in writing under their authority, 
for that purpose, La 
i Postage. 4 

(84) The Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, the chait- igio, 4 
man and deputy-chairman, and secretary and assistant-secretary, may 59 Geo.3, 


po am send letters and apes to and from India, free of peat: ¢. 11, § 9. gj 
# 


( ers for ks Affairs of India and Chairman of the” aera 
' sv a send and receive hetiee and agen free, from, 




























# be proserve 
les of the British government, on which 
India have hitherto relied for: sherie ox 





~ pane be it therefore evacted, that when and as often. as 
cation ‘shall be made to the,said Court of Directors for or on 
© aby person or p@rsons deStfous of proceeding to t t-Indies fi 
Ny fee so to do; the said Court shall, . e “shal. 
t’ to comply. therewith, transmit every such epiancoe vith 


hy, 


aii y cs month from. the receipt thereof to the said Board of Comm 
Hs by ir 16 Affairs, of India; and in case the said Commissioners, 
; Bee i ny sufficient objection thereto, it shall and may be lawful ) fre 
said Commissioners to direct that such person or persons shall, at 
their'own special charge, be permitted to proceed to any of 


ioe settlements of the said Company, and that such. ie ¥ 
Mgr ersons: shall ‘be furnished by the said Court of Directors wi i- 
‘ ‘ficate or - certificates, according to such form as ‘the said Com fi 


t at prescribe, signifying that such person or persons” ath ork ba 
2 ~ proceeded with the cognizance and under the sanction of the: hay. Si 
¥ of Directors ; and that all such certificates . shall entitle the. 
~ obtaining the : same, so long as they shall properly « ae then 


- Hee Livers 


. to the couhtenance and protectign of the. everal gov 
\ ‘ie ; 
“sald Company in the East-Indies and parts 
eos et, subject to. all such provisions and restrictions 
~\ “force, or m: hereafter ‘be judged necessary, gk 
: bie Une BH in hak 
* 8 34 wy: an “Provided eee that nothing ifirccs conta 
bi 8 shall extend or be construed to extend, to restrict or 
pone said oui of ‘Directors uri 




















ndia, unless such increase shall 'b 
y the said Co 


and unless an brain the actual s 


* ag) And whereas, for ngeienes ‘the funds of the 
Le ‘said Company during no ‘term in het 
Eee trade from being b ‘with any im 
charges, it is expedient ie said Company sho a 
~ be put under reasonable limitations in respect to 
; ig Of pensions or increasing the salaries of their officers seit 
“servants, ¢ or creating new establishments ; he it further enacted, that 
or resolution of the said Company, or their Court of Direc- 
; to be made after the passing of this act, and during the conti- 
» of their right in the said exclusive trade, whereby the said 


, or any new or additional establishment of officers or. servants, 

ares r any new pension, or increase of pension, to any one person, my 
of wie sem hundred pounds per annum, shall be available in law, w 

nt or Tesolution shall be approved and confirmed by the Board 

issioners for tlhe Affairs of India, attested under the hand of 
aa bak of the said Board.—( Vide Pensions and Salaries.) 


TPkad, his aus 
nits, Civil and Military. keg faa “a } 


“por gn-manual, countersigned by the President. 
argee or servant ie a in” 

















id iy £. Soe 


“finds “may become chargeable with any ‘new salary or increase of 


he Cor mm. not to. a sentences ¢ or restore eran . 


dtc op ‘by them tothe said 





$3. 


 Superannuations.\ 9) 491) 
is hase that the ‘sald ~ 
power to grant allow. tors e 
2 abs uations, to such o 
SU aogr ergo oe in“England, as from. age 0 
Tels may no Jonger be qualified for the execution ; bse 


ys offices or employments; be it therefore 
st is leap be rll bebe 


Poe subject to the restrictions and: according ey He 
and proportions following ;;(that is:to say), where it shall be prov 
to the. satisfaction of the said Court of Directors, that any such. 
ss or servant, being under sixty years of age, shal) bev 
Pe infirmity of mind or body, to, discharge the duties 
Ihe case,/if he. shall eve decel wish dtceson bad AGE A ti evi 
a of the, said Company, for ten years, it shall and may be lawful 
Fe grant him, by way of superannuation, any anaual sum not.¢ 
De, one-third of the salary and allowed qpolun hi 
ten years, and less than twenty, any such” 9M not exces 
ateelapech le sd allowed emoluments ; if abov ; 


gh way be sneha vt ry flare 









sionets, in manner herein-befo pee nigel : 
duties and taxes of export, import,’ and tranéit a ® 
















# 
consi tsation. ee r, 
DE rake Bina ba ae poe) a 
ei seh comes Coat man % an, 
fit . | 
‘a me Territory subject to each Presidency. 9 a Nd 
Bice ‘The Re of ah Be it enacted by the King’s most, cellent teak 
' Majesty, by and with the advice ‘and’ cor t of the Wend 40, 
ter. Lords Spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this £79, + ae 
vis, Present Parliament assembled, and by the authdrity of” “e, 
ge: tub. the same, that from avi after the passing of this act, e 
*, eeectn! Sa it shall and may be lawful for the Court of Directors of 
conceit the | said Company for the time’being, to declare'and © 
ar 2 the _ appoint what, part or parts of the sdid territorial aciii- "| 
i ral sitions, or of any other now subject to the goverti- Fo 
Affairs of iment of the said presidency of Fort St. George, or the a 
i itis _ said presidency of Bombay, together with the reventies) a 
fs and the span ac of civil servants counected - a 
ihc m@thenceforth hereafter be subject’ ® | 
*: sovernment der which ofthe said presidencies"or | 


Cy ioe William ih ‘Bengal, and from eric : 


ut 





vt If cases, to the isbienhehia abesiah nd contr Ol 
ommissioners for the Affairs of India, ig tae 
ders of th Hoag ‘Court of Directors are now by law : 


» aiid cao ik 






ignored 





‘Se George | or ‘Bombay, 
and garrisons of Fort 
; ge, or Bombay, or of commut nder 
“of all the forces in India, or of any provi 
: forces ther, ‘shall be filled up and 
‘of the ‘said United ‘Company ; subje 
‘of his Majesty, to be ‘signifi d i 
sign-taanual,, countersigned by the presidenWof 
nissioners for the Affairs of India: provided ab way 
et herein contained shall extend, or be constrtied to ext 
take away or affect the power of the said Court. of Directors, 
move or recall any such governor-general, governor, or com: 
in-chief; ‘but the said Court shall and may at all times. have 
liberty” to remove, recall, and dismiss any such! or 
gavernor, | or commander-in-chief, at their will 3 
like manner as if this act had nolybeen 


© (7) And be it further enacted, that, frdfm and after’ 
«the. RENN cof this act, it shall, not, “be aval oe 
the Riasior visionally, or 
















ating i te every person 80 60 
be is - sted with the same power: 
0 ett. + had been pee. anc 















ey vo wine “shalt be subject ree i 
_ his Beir or ficcessors ; any 3 x icrein\i¢ 2 
Mie Y pis ome ans sai ie 
Pe: cae Oe | | vi 

hen pee ahah) 2 


ht Peg t oH Votesin Court and General Court rt 
Posigekt ) ites 
of (59) And whereas, by the Charter of Incorporat 18130 


‘ os ' vw _ of the said United Company, granted under. the; 8 oi 5 
2 va of Die tity of am act passed in the ninth and tenth ye: - of dy 


ques the reign « of his late Majesty, King William the I 


a eeenan ss. big i «oAn Ret for raising a Sum not ex di 
sidered as ge & ing 
nd, excep pane a Fund for payment of Ants 





and servants in, tha Ips. te establishments, 
ing to such returns of i gai mecpeotive ep acne 5 





id a “_ , 
winds - a-year, ra his 


in Compeny. 


nfo AR ea sd 











~ va PBL 

the Court of Directo 

amine the several | 

consists, and ce 

That no unlimited | 
the Court of Director: 
on ute Company’ #209 


‘That in all cases, 
haye any dealin, 
his own accoun 
with a other “ef 
buying for, or selling 
other goods, or in th 
contract, by, to, or 
ax § mie sa 


opens per ; a 
TE iso S 





<DY) Pan. ito Dite ge 


sany upon, ae ie? Ma 


anjunction Gompany,; i! 
respect of ee 
bullion or ea \ 


Vargain or sade iy 
ther thas at any of tie 





i cs : _ notify’ his js absence to the ‘general cot at 


i 


megt of 33 Geo. HI, a, 





Peat the of one year, and such director ne 
upon | be Viable to be removed fiom his office of director.) 7 
Sit acstallinen & That. any proprietor who shall have been elect! 
be. a. director divector of this Compeny, within two years alte’ 
be on ced ig ing held any maritime office in the service of th: 
poet 2 pany, shall be liable to be removed from-his 
re * maritime director ; and that any director who shall hy! 
ed Mane ues or place of emolument under the crown, : 
Peng under the to be removed fromthe said office of « 
ify che Sa _ vided always that this by-law shall ne- 
son at present in the direction, and now hold 
crown, or preclude his he siete 
to be liable to be + in the sa) 


Directors may, 
inspect agi com 
/ papers; e: 
those befor 
Seeret Ce 
tee and 
mittee of row 
cy. a 
























, a Members. 
All orders ae Eh aN SS ithe directors td, of  ¢.6,§ 10. 


ob 
pees nt’ igeeaiag, inl 
mt >4f Good Hope. HS 
Cc i eo) Per NM #: 
Beret ve neg ened by thirte® AG ent tors, for the time 
tees of Secrecy. being; except g ee Weaeireted or allowed 
to be issued by the Secret ’ act of Parlia- 
} /of Sectecy, rela- 


4’, and other com- 


mercial matters. . 
Sldectbes' sna reg a esbnt from any Péso- § 13, 
enter dissents on. lution of the Cou jatec all have thelibierty ' 


Court minstes. oF entering his dist 
minutes of the said court; within \{ 
ee 


hi thits. That every resolution « 
tions respecting granting to any person by wa 
vie B acs money, exceeding’ it) the wh 
Soe ha tetoce’ shill "be-laid ‘before: and 
pee | courts, specially summonet 
form of w repor', form of @ report, stating the 
stating the grant. is eee : 
or Sra 


a 






‘tno new altos, either at home or abroad, a 
sd by the directors with any salary’ 
* two hundred pounds per annum, without, 
tion of cet ggpaeed courts: Beh sum- 

t purpore: i on 
“tional salary, dicooding ts WASWtie! oe 
~er annum, shall be annéxed to Not" i 


ation sence ‘2100 tow alae. 


ieee 



























e pension or at. 

pounds per anu. 
proved by two ge 
before the same sh fh 
the Affairs of India, d 
which such grant is which resolution and. “eport shafl 

P prove. the same, and t} ee 
ments upon which ie fay have been f aed § 

‘8 open to the inspec rs from the day: 7) which ag 
notice has been) 2! oser’ 3 ant. ‘ 


:) nogister of nad 0 struments. 


11, * That the Cour ¢ ha register of all bind Oe 
$1ts, der the inspection. of thosely 


money borrowed at \inte 2 
who have the eustocly of | 
canner, for the entry of all other 
svever, which yi a 





2 it 


ate 






That : being, do see” ha ae ey 
' ‘ the sa = ‘aid before the Court of ei a : 
on. Direclors, ay i every calendar ber 4 befose: aarti 


of the Company. 4 

of this corporation shall be. 
at the key of one of the 
the chairman or depuny’ a 
; that the key of another | 
ept by the: accountant-, 













yeh. 
of shag secretary or lis deputy for the Period of such ab 
tid seal shall not be set to any writing or instra 
a ‘ae ‘the Court of Directors figst had for that purpo 
= in the unavoidable absence of the chairman or deputy-chairman, 
| not to. be.affixed but in the prescuce of the secretary, the accguntants 
” general, ha the treasurer, or their respective deputies. i 


yess dahon #3. Superannuatio.”s.. Avid an } 
_AMlowanes or That such allowances, ' abi nature of superan= 
‘meh ee ‘and MVations,, as the Court df Directors are cicaceaal 













erg ak ya to grant to their officers and \ servants in » by a o 

nue 53 Geo. III, cap. 155, section 03, shall be before 4 

*neral court, iy the next general court, Kees ny ie 

a Say ee eae ae Vacancies ii in the Direction. + Be a Gane 
Vacancies in That whenever there shall bé'a yacanc) of the place §8 


Deed wp wth of a Sb si another shall be chosen in his roomgvithin 

in forty ient time, notexceeding for / days after every 
Rae ; shall aye been declared in the Court of 
Dir 3 and. that én luys’ pul .ic notice shall he 








f oe 
es * 
bis , 
“oe : : 
es 3 . , : 
bd Ny 
OBR ar ie 3 Cds ow *s “pg ; 7 
i ° . 
yy ae Tf : 
\ eh ‘ bd 
s Bilge 1 . 
hen wir myles La ‘ 
edi ne * Riba aly 
yey ya : | 
4 
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4 Lae 


$y Mae ys Legere 
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ia som ae For “et ioe! Wid Shi Rare Wc, eo es a ol ve 
Sh pete “counts oF TUDICATURE, se he 
74 { mH o ? - 
os re " et ’ tn i Hovey + 2 
tates this head may be ‘Jassed custo Soe. © 
1. The Supreme Courts of eens * in Bengal and ‘at : 
‘Madras and Bom'say, “ peat sap AS i 
2 The Recorder's Conrt at Prince of Wailer Island, = * 
“gapore, and Malacca, <5, ei * 


' 8. The da €stablished under the act of the 4th Pt 

Itt, cap.* and 26 Geo. III, cap. 57—for ‘the triabiin 

Great Br ain of offences committed in Indiag «and, 

lastl;, yay ea ae, 

4. The & rts, for the- Provinces i in India, ©" ab is 

~The origin and establishment of the Supreme ae at the 

three Presidencies will be frst noticed: rt : * , 
BENGAL. tate 

The charter granted to the, Eqst-India Company by ‘Charlés, x 
, JI. in the year 1661, gave to the Goverudt and papas’ ae 
several places belonging to the Company the Fast-In 
power to judge all persons living under ‘ Company in ‘al! 
causes, whether civil or criminal, according to the laws of 
-Great Britain, and to exer’ ¢ judgment accordingly. 

In the subsequent grants to the Company of the islands'o 
Bombay and St. Helena in 1669 and 1674, full power wa 
given for the exercise by the Company of judicial authority 
according to the British laws. : 

In the year 1683, Charles the Second granted a further « 
charter to the Company, in which the"royal will was dee : 
that a Court.of Judicature should be established at such ple 
as the Company might appoint; to consist of one bccn 
learned in the civil laws, and two merchants 5 all to to. be ap- 
‘Pointed by the Company, aa 

. This arrangement was continued in the char ers granted by 
"James the Second in the year 1686, and by, fam the Third 
Ped year 1698; but it does not appear to have been effectual 
‘as ? ww 


- ie 
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sone Paseetors 1 rey 
; ps "es. yas great'want at Madr’ 


ay * a proper and competent , thority for us. 
Re ** speedy andveffectual admin. yustice in civil caus, 


* and for the trying and punisi. , of capital and other cri- 
* minal offences and misdemea/nors.” The court, therefore, 
oe prayed permission to establish, Mayor’s Courts at: the® said 
‘ places. Qhart nee" 7x 1 i 
In compliance with the pra yer of this petition, his Majesty 
George I.! was pleased on (lie 24th of September 1726, by 
_ detters patent, to establish Me.yor’s Courts at Madras, Bombay, 
and Fort William;,each consi sting of a mayor and .ninevulder- 
“men; seven of whom, with tiie mayor, were required to be 
hatural-born British subjects. The courts so established were 
“Gosia of Record, and were avithorized to try, héar, and deter- 
mine all civil suits, actions, and. pleas between party and®party. 
ody By virtue, of the same lette:rs patent, the local governments 
were constitt | Courts of ‘kecord, to whom appeals from the 
* decisioris of “2 Mayor’s Court might be made, and whose 
Alecrees were dined to be final in all causes involving. sums 
r under one thou sandypagodas. In causes involving sums aboye 
that amount, frrther appeals were authorized from the Govern-* 
' ment Courts to ‘he King in Council. 
. The Govern nent Courts were further constituted Courts of 
Oyer and Te:miner, and were authorized aiid required: to 
hold quarter sessions for the trial of all offences, exeepting 
Hhigh treason; and the Mayor’s Courts were empowered to 
grant probates of wills and administration to intestates’ effects. 
‘ - In consequence of the capture of Madras by the French in 


¥ 


Ni there was dissolved. 
nS adras wes subsequently restored, and upon the’ Pesetite. 

‘ment en eof the East-India Company, the Court of Directors 
to the King i in Council that “ it would be s a great 


oes robes 
muda to persons to come and settle at that place 
\ pao 8, Proper. & and competent, judicial power and hos hy 
a were re establisher there.” They further ‘représented, that “it 
i! | been found by experience that there were som: ga 
‘ Q3 oy On 
ets My ; ; a 





\ the year 1746, the Mayor’s Court which had been established ) 





* 








cae Vom, ~~ ser of that, chr by 
.ers patent, dated - January Vt 


Mayor’s Courts and @ iment Courts of P.. 5 Seu 8 
‘Madras, Bombay,.and Fort William, constituted in themanner 
“above described, but with pov vers intended to. remedy" inet a 
fects of which the Company hac | complained. er rig 
These letters patent also esta blished a Court of, Reirten at 
each of the said places for the d. ‘etermination-of suits,” “where 
“ the debt, duty, or matter in d: spute should not seca five 
* pagodas.” Lah 
The Mayor’s Courts, as well 2.s the Courts of Papuan were? 
made subject to a control on the part of the Court of Diree- 
tors, it having been provided ijn the letters :patent, that) they 
(the €ourt of Directors) might “ make by-laws, rules, and 
“* ordinances, for the good gove rnment and. regulation: apie, 
several Courts of Judicature established insI-” a5), i) 
In the year 1772, the affairs ol’ the East lia Chien a 
were examined into by the House. of Common, ; when it was. 
judged necessary to devise a plan for theig future government, ‘ 
ewhich should correct the prevailiiig abuses, and give strength 
and vigour to their affairs. One of the leacing objects was 
ithe introduction of a new system of jurispru'ence, whereby 
the revenues and commerce of the Conjnany should. be:pre+ 
served from depredation, by subjecting their scrvants. to the 
control of the courts—by relieving the subject from oppression, & 
by the means of redress being facilitated—and a fixed and 
regular course of justice established for the penne pid ; 
of liberty and property. 
‘The Company, by a resolution of the Court uf bea 
_ of the 4th March 1772, recommended the Court of Directors 
* to make application to the crown for-anew: Charter Jus- 
* tice in Bengal.” age ae 
The Regulating Act of the 18th Geo. LIL. was at; that time 
under-consideration, and it was determined to engraft thereon 


ibe. ees ie ANU RISES seen aa? j 








18th of pects by Mr. Sullivan,.a D 
ompany; the object of whigh,: so far as, re 
istration of jusiice in India, was the institution of 

So aera in Bengal, instead of the Mayor's — 
+ a Court; and it was proposed, that such mew court should con- — 
| + sist-of a chief justice and three other judges, who should hold 
raat ed theiroffices for life ; that it should exercise civil, .criminal, and 

* ecclesiastical jurisdiction; that all criminal causes should be 
determined by juries, and civil causes heard upon depositions ; 
E ‘thatwappeals should be allowed to the Bengal-Government, 
a assisted by the chief justice, who was to have a vote therein, 
_, but in no ease where the debt might exceed £500; that from 
*.. ®they decisions of the Bengal Government upon such appeals, 
further appeals should lie: to. the King in Council, and that 
ae of judge should be filled up by the Company. 
», Parliament, however, determined, previously to the adoption 
of any. definite measure, to await the result of an investiga- 
tion into the general affairs of the Company at home and 
® abroad; 'a committee of thirty-one members was appointed to —* 
Anquire into the nature and state of the Kast-India Company, ° 
* jand-of the affairs ip the East-Indies. The necessity of such © 
inguiry was strongly urged, that a regular and permanent form, 
of justice and government might be established. On the 18th 
May 1772, the bill which Mr. Sullivan had introduced was lost, 
on a division. * 
~»» No further attempt was made to obtain an alteration in the 
«King’s Court in Bengal until 1773, when the Company being 

' compelled to petition the House of Commons for pecuniary 
\ assistance, added to their petition an assurance “ that they 
\ * would forthwith consider and propose such regulations \as 
“might appear proper and essential for the due administra- 
€ tion of justice in India,” we 
~Ineonformity with the intention thus expressed, the, aan 
ee tal Court of Proprietors, on the 10th of May 1778,,,came_ to 
Wwe carious: resolutions ; the main object of which was, an, appli- 

/\ \¢ation:for.a new charter of justice, explaining, amending, and. 

> “extending: the charter of 1758. “It was propesed that, in, the 
_ new. charter,. provision should be made to nahi st sa 
Puan Q 4 ie ea eee 









pine tn So RPO MAAS. “7 should be 


‘denominated “ Reeoxger ;” afd thatvhe should also be added” an 


to. the governon.and council 2s a:/mémber ofthe Courts of — 
Oyer and ‘Perminer, and. Quarter Sessions. slit wal aldo: -pro- 
posed to extend the powers and jurisdiction of: the»Mayor's 
Courts, particularly to criminal prosecutions | gelengt AHRTAGE 
‘vants-of the, Company; except for offences triable by’ courts © 
martial, or committed by the governors, It was further'pte- _ 
posed to introduce the privilege of Habeas Corpus to India,’ 
_- These propositions were annexed: by the Company. to’ apeti- 
tion to the House of Commons, in which an solicited leave 
spdtieabanion Bi accordingly. .. it | anes WY 
.The. House had, on the 4th of May 1773, quneshlnaeein® 
add: North, and. others, to, bring jin a bill “ For :establishing 
certain Regulations for the better Management, of, the. Affains 
of the, East-India Company, as, well in India as ,in ahs 0 
and such bill was. introduced: accordingly. onthe 18th of 
_the day after that.on which the Company’s petition for a bill, 
founded on their propositions, had. been presentedse-og A) 
_ Lord North’s Bill, involved most important, alterationsdp 
the, constitution, of, the,,Company and ‘the arrangement. of 
their affairs: it also proposed the establishment of a Supreme 
Coart of Judicature in Bengal, with civil, criminal, and. eccle~ 
siastical jurisdiction over all persons, excepting the governor, 
general,.or amy of the, council.of goyernment,.. This; bill, 
notwithstanding the opposition of the Company, passed) the 
House of Commons.on. the 10th of June 1773, The-xotes | 
were one, hundred, and thirty-one for the bill, and twenty-one 
against: it. No time, was lost. in, preferring .to the;, House 
of Lords, a, petition, against. the bill; )in, which,, 90: far as 
respected the administration, of justice, the Compatiy, repre: 
sented “ that ,the material , effects, of preventing; oppres- 
“ sions in India, by establishing a respectable..court, of justice 
** on, the spot, must be defeated by the.bill, since -the.per- 
“sons who might be supposed, to commit such, oppressions 
“were exempted from the jurisdiction of the: Court, and con? 
“#,saguently, Jefe, without. restraint ;” and further, .‘fothat, the 


_ Senesstiocens  pporisian, of; all others, to prevent oppressions, 
- at 
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ff ee ema iceajamevaligvatbecte oo 
“S46 they were accused, and by whort imprisoned—was 0 


me ‘by! which means all the tyranny of a dnebin guidleat 
a eee eetity: any: cane ere sr eciaape onthe 
o4ojphabitants,” ahha 
om Ait positions however, to die bill was enact On the 
* con Jone 1773, it was agreed to by the Lords without — 
in ane on the tolling day it received the — 
assenti! © eutpno 
» Such ‘were ed circumstances under which the: rad! “was 
‘wuthotized to'establish a Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William. This aythority was exercised on the 26th of Mareh — 
9774; when @charter was issued, by which a supreme court 
‘was erected, to consist of a chief’ justice and three puisne 
judges, and was empowered to administer in’ India all the 
‘departments of English law; as well asa court of common 
4» itwas a court of equity, of oyer and terminer ‘and gaol 
delivery, an ecclesiastical court and’ a court of admiralty. 


* All proceeding’ pending in the Mayor’s Court, which ‘was 


abolished, were transferred to the Supreme Court, to whom 
the’ records of the Mayor’s Court ‘were ordered to ri ries 
ane 2 " 

“The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was eda to 
extend to all British subjects in Bengal, Bahar, ‘and Orissa} 
and they were authorized to hear and determine’ suits or actions 
of’ British subjects against natives, where the cause ‘might 
involve & sum exceeding five hundred rupees, and where the 
party in ‘the contract under dispute might have agreed in case 
oftdispute to’submit to the Court’s decision. It was at the’same 
time declared, that the Supreme’Court should not be compe- 

‘tett to! hedr and determine any indictment or information 
against the governor-general or ‘any of the enc ealbog: 
offence not being treason or felony. 

“1Onthe 28th March 1774, ‘the awh apie sidan of 
the Supreme Court, Elijah Ampet, Esq., chief justice, Robert 
‘Chambers, Esq,,'Stephen C. Le’Maistre, Esq., and John Hyde, 
‘Baq.,pnistie judges, took leave of the’ Court'of Directorsand 
mee that opportunity’ to-essate'the Coury’ that 

they 
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population committed to their care. Soy eee 
» Instead of a code of laws having Jaeen Sianiod Saha 





institution in India, the English laws were introduced. i their * : 


full extent and with all their consequences, wighout any 
tion or modification whatever, to accoramodate them: to; the 
habits, ‘manners, religious feelings, and loca\,customs. ofthe 
natives, or tothe influence of other laws bonded down from _ 
the remotest antiquity, and fixed in the hearts of the peoples 
oy Tt. had been the constant ‘practice for the. departmentyof » 
government which was ‘entrusted with the management of _ 
the public revenue, to exercise judicial, authority: im. revenue 
matters: and when the Company, in the year 1772, ostensibly 
assumed the office of Dewan of Bengal, -provincial councils 
and courts of appeal were established under the titles.of . 
* Dewannee Adawlut.” These. courts were instituted, unger “Y 
the‘authority of the Dewan, for hearing.and determining all 
civil: suits: whatsoever between native and native, and: all causes 
relating to the revenue. ie ioki oh 
«, The judges of the.Supreime Court, little disposed.to recog~ 
nize, the authority of the courts of Dewannee Adawlut, had 
scarcely entered upon their .office, than they endeavoured to 
extend their jurisdiction to subjects intimately connected with 
the collection and security of the revenue. Writs wereyissued 
at the suit of individuals against the zemindars of the coumr 
’ 4ry5 and, incarrying into effect these and other orders,of | the 
Supreme Court, odious outrages $n the persons and \preperty 
_ of matives of rank and consideration were committed, which — 
- the Company, in a petition to the House of Commons, cha- 
titably ascribed “ to the ignorance. of the inferior officers,of 
the court’ The ‘Supreme Court further appear, to, have 
considered. the criminal law of Mngland -as in force against — 
the natives of Bengal, though utterly repugnant to their laws 
‘and eustonis! Great complaints, of injustice and oppression — 
: Aprils atte and the power i piauehi-onet 


an aschriw 





ra ‘with general apprehension and, alarm... But; the,evil hich 
threatened the'subversion of all regular government in India, 
was the collision between the Supreme Council and, the Su 
«ae Court... Warm disputes regarding their. respective 
* powers, had frequently arisen; and notwithstanding the: Su¢ 
preme Court had been restricted from hearing any. indictment 
or information against the governor-general. or any of the 
council, they attempted to extend their jurisdiction to.suits 
instituted against the Bengal government, for acts. done by 
them in their collective capacity. In the year 1779 the con- 
* tentions between: the authorities reached a most alarming 
height, in consequence of a suit having been instituted im the 
Supreme Court, by a native inhabitant of Calcutta, against a 
wemindar, The Bengal government, apprehensive for the 
revenue, notified.to the zemindar that he was not subject:to 
the Supreme Conrt’s jurisdiction: the court, however, deter- 
* mined to maintain their authority, and despatched. an armed 
force to execute their writ. The government, on their part, 
resolvedto assert their civil and military rights, and caused 
the force to be captured and brought to. the» presidency, 
where they were immediately released. Strong proceedings 
were adopted by the court against some of the persons em 
ployed on that occasion: and an attempt was made tovarrest 
the officer who commanded the detachment by which the armed 
force was captured; but to that officer the government oaeee 
the protection of the military. 

The Supreme Council, on the one hand, and. the pos 
on the other, were unani:novs in every measure taken. through- 
out these unhappy contentions: clearly shewing, that there 
was a defect in the law, and that the powers of the: meas 
Ri sixes were not sufficiently defined. ai aati 

_ Petitions, couched in ‘the; strongest terms, sili relief 
fiom. the. powers assumed by’ the Supreme Court, were pre« 
sented to Parliament from the East-India Company, from the 
een Gergana and from British cet ieee 


zy t 





fered a d lays without iababi OPA tts vatinee 
-. These, petitions were, referred, to, a select 
the House of Commons, consisting of Ged 9 embers. In 
consequence of a report. from that committee, ah ite yas 
passed on the 18th July 1781, for new, modelling ing 
Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, for indemn 
the governor in council for their resistancensy, the decree 
the said court,.and for directing in future the operation of 
its. jurisdiction, as also for the relief of certgin persons im- 
prisoned at Calcutta under a judgment of the Supreme Court, 
. This act provided that the governor general and. gouncil 
of Bengal should not be subject to the jurisdiction, ‘of the 
Supreme Court, but should be amenable to a competent_conrt 
in Great Britain. That the Supreme - ‘Court should have, no 
jurisdiction, whatever in matters of revenue, nor over ay 
person on account of his being a Jandowner or farmer of land, 
nor over persons employed by the Company, in, a ju 
capacity; that it should have power to determine. suits against 
the native inhabitants, of Calcutta: by, the native laws, and to 
frame such forms of process as might suit their, _Teligion and 
manners, Authority was by the same act given to. the Bengal 
government .to hear appeals fron. the decisions of the pro- 
vincial courts, and to.determine all revenue questions. Cer: 
tain natives, who had been imprisc med at Calcutta, fin, exer 
cution for damages recovered against them in. actions in the 
Supreme Court,” were ordered to be discharged; and. the 
governor-general and council and otbers were indemnified, for 
resisting the, execution of the orders, of the Supreme. Court, Dee 
Considerable delay arose in forwarding this act to’ 
_ which was. imputed, by, a select ccmmittée of the Hopse of 
(Commons, to Lawrence Sullivan, Fisg....then rbeizman of sae 
Company, for which he, was seyerely  censtred: in, a xeport 
from that. committee, and in a, resolution of a:committee of 


oe 


the, whole worn itself, which fe Sanat that Mr. Sullivan did 
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nels 
jo what he inight and fy have done towarids' th 
3 and ‘effectual a that” act! by prone 
yurposes of the act in regulating the judicature ‘in 
x Pin providiig relief to individual natives, ‘as Well 
as tothe pi ple! at ldtge, might be frustrated.) °°" Ht od 
“Ae thé time that Parliament ‘was employed’ in’ ‘preparing 
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‘that 3 act, the goverhor-geneéral had devised and executed n 


artangéinent for revonciling differences between the Bengal 
government and the Supreme Court. It was the appointment 
of ‘Sir’ Elijah Impey, “chief justice of the Supreme Court, 
tobe ‘judge of the Court of Sudder Dewanny ‘Adawlut at 
Caleutta, with a salary of 60,000 rupees per annum, ‘an 
arrangement which the governor-general contemplated would 
be’ “’the means’ of lessening the distance between the go- 
*"vernment and the Supreme Court, und would prove: an 
* instrument of conciliation.” 

- By a subsequent arrangement, Sir Robert Chambers, ‘one 
of the puisne judges of the Supreme Court, accepted the — 
of president of the Court of Justice at Chinsura. 

“The intelligence of the appointment of Sir Elijah Impey 
reached England in October 1781, and doubts immediately 

in'the minds of the Directors respecting ité legality. "The 
doubts of the Select’ Committee of the House of Commodiis 
Were not confined to the legality of the appointment. ‘That 
committee entered into the consideration of the powets which 
the appointment conferred; of the circumstances under ‘which 
it was made; of the authority possessed by the governor-gene- 


fal to'confer it; of its effects; and of the mode in which it was 


¢ommiunicated to the authorities in Europe. Upon these seve- 
ral-'poinis the Select Committee reported to the Rane" ‘at 
Jength.: 
is Phe Court of Directors, on the 24th of April 1782, ale 
mously“resolved to’ remove Sir Elijah Impey from 1 station 
of judge of the Court of Dewanny Adawlnt. 
©) On the 2d of May 1782, resolutions of & committee of the 
whole House were reported, to the effect that thé holding’ by 
any judge of the Supreme Court of an office granted by, and 
citi i the pleasure of the Seeger jake good 
Perposss 


! 0 M m endence 
ations it was intended tainty ate that ‘all 
to’ offices ‘of stich’ descriptions’ of ‘any’ | Judge: ‘of the’ 
Court ought to be'held’null and void} and’ that the E 
of the East-India ‘Company should order the same to 
witled and vacated accordingly. Ri 
/ "On ‘the Sd‘of May 1782, the House of casianhin 
i ‘a division, ‘in which the numbers were: Mfty-dne for” 
qiiestion, ‘and “five against it—* That av himble. ‘nddreis ‘Ke 
presented to his Majesty, that‘he would be pleased’ to ‘recall 
* Sir Elijah Impey, one of the judges of the Supreme’ Court 
of Judicature ‘at Fort William in-Bengal, to’ answer’ to the 
“¢hatge of having accepted an office granted by, and’ tenable 
Paty the! pleasute of ‘the’ servants of ithe East-India ‘Company, 











* which has a tendency to create a dependence in’ fle said |. 


*' Supreme ‘Court upon those over whose actions the said. odurt 
* was” intended as a control, contrary to the good pnrpost 
* and True intent and meaning of an det of the wee pee ye 
~ his Majesty’s reign.” 

Sir Elijah Impey was recalled accordingly. Subset 
to ‘his‘return to England, several articles of impeachment 
wereexhibited against him; tat, after’ much discussion, they 
Were dropped ;"'a “division having taken ‘place ‘in’ a eon 
mittée of the house on the ‘first’ charge, of which the ‘mum 
bers were seventy-three for thé impeachment, and ee 
ton it. 

“From this ‘period until the year 1797, no alteration’ of iia 
importance’ was made in the constitution oF ‘powers’of ‘the Su 
preme Court’ at Caletitta. On’ the 26th of June in that’ vents 
leave was given in the House of Commons to bring ina 
«Por abolishing the office of ‘one of the judges of that « 

# for pensioning judges returning to’ Europe ‘in’ certain! nes 
“and for other objects, connected as well with the Supré 
* Court at Calcutta as withthe Mayor's Courts at Miidras 
* and ml which sermcrgeammreiet nit 
of: et ' pay a: ie i 













0 We most alarming nature; as tending to’ spa wo é 


- quences ¢ 
the first, and perhaps fatal, precedent of a pension list within 
the, nomination, of the crown, payable out of the finances, of 
“the Company without their consent; and subversive.of, and 
or} from,. one of the most sacred principles in theadmiiy _ - 
nistration | of British India; namely, that judges should be ine 66 
Suess of the Crown. 

The Company petitioned against the bill, and were oe 
nail: ‘but their resistance was ineffectual; for, on the 0th 
of July 179%, the proposition was adopted by the Henge 
Commons, 

. At the time sing these proceedings were pending, the atten- 
tion of. Parliament was directed to the consideration of the 
state of, justice at Madras and Bombay; and a bill passed., the 
House of. Commons; on the 15th of July 1797, forthe: better 
administration of justice at those presidencies. In this bill 3 as 
well esin that respecting pensions, several alterations, were 
‘made by the Lords, in which the Commons did not concur, lt 
was subsequently determined to throw. the two bills into,one 
bill; and.the same passed both Houses, and received the: royal 
assent-on the 20th of July 1797, under the title of ““ An Act 
“ bi the better Administration of Justice at Calcutta, sie 

“ie enone prescribed in. that act. for shasta 
sions, with subsequent modifications thereof, will be: singel 
under the head of Pensions. : 
~The new act extended the jurisdiction of the Sapiens Court 
ay, Colontta. 0. the proyinee of Benares, and. 10 all places that, 
Tight aerate become subject to. the BN Eos of Fort 


owed 











-iyevhex provision was made as to dhe scalar’ 8 
pension: pa the judges.—({ Vide Pensions and Salaries.) . 
eauinael 1826, Right. Hon. WVilinmne Fil Pred 
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1773. 
18 Geo. 
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‘ minster, the eighth day of January, in’ the abst, 
c. 63,§ 13, sixth year of his reign, grant unto the said United 


Establishment. 
(1) ‘Whereas ‘his late Majesty King Geo 
Second did, by his letters patent bearing date at 


Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East-Indies, his royal charter; thereby, amongst other &c. ! 
things, constituting and establishing courts of civil, ¢ri- oye abc ey 
minal, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, at the said United chemi 
Company's respective ‘settlements atMadras-patnam, * pce fe 
Bombay, on the island of Bombay, and Fort William with civil, er-. 
in Bengal; which said charter does not sufficiently pro- pir Ra on ik 

vide for the due administration of justice m such man- ae . 


aN) Loar 

her 

FO. 
- iat 


to 


a 


nér as the state and condition of the Company’s pre- Pi “tay, 
sidency of Fort William in Bengal, so Jong as the nid 
Piitipsey shall continue in the possession of the terti-' cand ree, 
torial acquisitions before mentioned, do and must re- rece ava 
quire ; be it therefore enacted by the authority afore- Go) Delivery, 
said, that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, by for Calcutta and” 
charter or letters patent under the great seal of Great | Fo#t William.” 
Britain, to erect and establish a Supreme Court of Judicattre at‘Fort 
William aforesaid, to consist of a chief justice and two * ‘other judges, : 
being barristers in England or Ireland, of not less than fiye years’ 
standing, to be named, from time to time, by his Majesty;*his heirs and” 
successors; which said Supreme Court of Judicature shall have, and 
the same court is hereby declared to have, full power and authority 
to.exercise and perform all civil, criminal, admiralty, and ecclesiastical wil 
jurisdiction, and to appoint such clerks, and other. ministerial officers, i 
of the ‘said court, with such reasonable salaries as shall beapproved 
of by the said governor-general and council ; afd to form and ‘ 
such rules of pisctice, and such rules for the process of the said court 
and to do all such other things as shall be found necessary for the” 
administration of justice, and the due execution of ah ny 4 

powers which by the said ciiarter shall or may be t 
mitted to the said court; and also shall be, at all timés, | 
Record, and shall be a Court of Oyer and peg and 
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a oy ‘ Jurisdiction, wher frst established, stl 


ph ed the 4) The said new: charter which his Majesty is here» 1773. 

aeecatan and inbefore empowered to grant, and the jurisdiction, ore ar 
; caglaesaiga powers, and authorities to be thereby established, shall 

wad of cles and sony extend to all British eubjects who salle es 


fin the, kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, ‘Bahar, and? —_ 
By, tre Oris’, or. any of them, under the protection ofthe, feet 






ae Bo ‘ competent and effectual; and the Supreme Court,of) 
_. Judicature, therein and thereby to be established, shall 
have ful power and authority. to hear and. determine. all- complaints)» 
against any © of his Majesty's subjects for any crimes, misdemeanorsye 
or _oppressions committed or to be committed ; and also to entertain, ) 
hear, and determine any suits or actions whatsoever against any of his!) 
Majesty's subjects in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, and any? suit, action,: 
or complaint against any person who shall, atthe time when such debs . 
or€ause ‘of action or complaint shall have arisen, have been employed: 
by, or shall.then have been, dir-ctly or indirectly, in the sie 
said United Company, or of any of his, Majesty's subjects, ae 


yes 


_ Surisdiction limited a, « defined hy explanatory Act of 1781. ait 


slip, ‘sourt. (8) ‘The «id Suprerne Court shall not have | pinice we 
be tise-apy juisdietionn in. any matter’ concerning’ the gee & 
ang. matter con. revenue, ‘or \.Noe_rning any act or acts ordered ‘or (* 7 §8- 
cerning the reve- done in the collection thereof, according ‘tothe usage — 

wh, | and practice of the country, or the regulations of thie’ 

governor gencral and council. 


(4) For removing all doubts concerving tho pemans §% 
Pa. estat subject to the jurisdiction of the said Supreme,Court, « 
tion. of be it enacted, that no person. shall be subject to the’ 





pre jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, for or by reason of) 
cron oan his being a landowner, landholder,, or farmer, of, land, 
a eter or or of Jand rent, or for receiving a payment or pension 
vind a 
Perera n lieu of any title. to, or ancient, possessign of, land... 
ye r ie Fenty, oF for. receiving any. compansalan itis 


ahh ate t fs 5 | rs 
ie of 3 » la i : ‘districts as are ‘actually,, yf eg by himself, Ore i 
those Ny are oe under-tenants in virtue of his farm, or for exercising ©) 
within the said lands and farmé@iny ordinary or local authority 
eon only annexed to the possession or farm thereof, within the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, or for or by teason of his 
ming’ security for the eres of the rents reserved or otherwise © 
: payable 








D a paid Cn’ ‘ted Company, and, the same charter:shall be, i rch : 


‘ 













45) b 
oyed by etnies 
oe, or by any nae : 
"stale; or for or on account. feipeiongy 
é : capers nen 
ieee.” 2 bs to the jurisdiction 50 
matter of inheritance or successidn, 
oie ‘matter ‘of dealing or contract pea 
Se actions for wrongs or trespasses, and also. ¢x 
agreement of parties in wings to sbi 
» thersaid court. 
2 6) Whereas it. is esiilastp to render aie pro-, 
vincial ‘magistrates, as well natives as British’ subjects, pea 
«more safe in the execution of their office; be it enact» 
\edjthat*no action for wrong or injury ‘oi liein the ‘for. 
Supreme Court against any person whatsoever. .exer- 
on _eiging a judicial office in the country courts, for any gtrees, 
- 9 seterogee, decree, or order of the said court, nor! 
mas ~ against apiy"person for any act done by or in virtue of th 
i _ said court. » 
(7), In “case of an information ‘ntendéd to ibe. 
ght or moved for against an, such officer or ma- 
, for any corrupt act or acts, no wile or other ss 
‘shall be made or issued vhereon ‘wi gil notice be 
to the said magistrate or o.fficer, <: left at ‘his 
| pack of abode, in writing, signe oy the party’ bim. 
‘or ‘his “attorney, one month, if the person exercising 
suigh “office shal! reside within fifty miles of Caleutta ; two 
= reside “beyond fifty miles; and three monthiss: 
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‘ee same: in which notice the cause of: com 
vand explicitly contained; nor shall ot vend 
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trict, on time ‘ 
yy should sp ae er such tequilla 
} jauneil of Fort-William aforesaid have 
nay frame forthe better a tion of justice among the 1 
ints-and others within the, dame srespectivoly; be it therefore 
her enacted, that from and after the first day of March, which will 
‘Of our one thousand eight hundred and one; the — 
uthority of the ‘sdid Supreme Court of Judicature in-and’ 

i presidency of Fort William aforesaid, as now and by virtue aa 
“established, andvall such regulations as have been or may 4 Pe 
according to the “powers.and authorities, and subject'to 
ions and restrictions before enacted, framed, and. provides a ah 
, “extend to and jover the said province or district of Benares, 

toand ovér, “all the factories, districts, and places which now are of 

hereatter shal’ be made subordinate thereto, and townd-over all such aes 
provinees and, districts as may at,any time hereafter he annexed a ae 

raaile aeoject 40: thé said presidency of Fort William en aoe 


















; . “"< Governor- General and Council. . payer NTT ia, ae 
_supens bourt (io) The said court shall not be competeht tg hear, 178. Kha 
poate 40° ‘wy: ¢ or determine any indictment or information a t mies 


‘esha ee the said governor-general, or any of the-said. a 

or pee for the: time being, for any offence (not pela reams % 

egeintt: ee £: ot.félony) which such governor-general, or any of the ~ 
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(11) Nothing in this act shall extend to Subject-the ae 
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the time being, to be arrested or impri 

_. action, suit, or.proceeding in the said 
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1 not be subject, > a ate ae uris- 

' cof the Supreme Court of Fort William 

; eee se ener ont ‘act or order, or 

matter or thing whatsoever, counselled, | 

j mine capacity only, and acting 
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heusdind pagodas, and whieh aattiehas yas be seas 
subject of appeal; be it th "enacted, ‘that from dal 
passing of this act, it shall*be- eeaeeek ‘of the’ said’ ‘Supre 






*~ “Court, in all cases’ when thé'value of the matter in dispute do 


exceed one thousand pagodas, either to direct the ‘deposition a ane 


° nesses to be reduced itto writing, and filed of récord, © or not, | as the. 


1784. % 
24 Geo. 3, 
ce. 25, § 44. 


‘said court shall think fit, in the particular case + ‘any’ thing in’ the Said 
charter of justice contained to the contrary notwithstanding Sia 
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British Subjects and others amenadteto Courtéi 0° 


(25) All his Majesty's subjects, as well servants of the said United 
Company as others, shall be, and-are hereby declared to be, amenable 


_to all courts of justice (both in India and ‘in Great Britain) of compe- 


tent jurisdiction to try offences committed in India, for all acts, inju- 
ries, wrongs, oppréssions, trespasse8, misdemeanors, crimes, and of- 
fences whatsoever, by them or any of them done, or to be done or 
committed, in any of the lands or territories of any native ptimce or 


- state, or against their persons or properties, or the persons or  pro- 


perties of any of their subjects or people, in the same manner ‘as if 


“the same had been done or committed within the territories directly 


1786. 
26 Geo. 3, 


c:57,. § 29e 


-to be resident in India, shall be,.and are hereby de- 


subject to and under the British government in India. 


(26) The servants of the said United Company, persons resi- 


as ‘all:other of; his Majesty's subjects resident or dent in’ India 
amenable to the 


courts there. 


«, clared.to.be, amenable to the Courts of Oyer and. ‘Fer- 


miner and Gaol Delivery, and Courts of General. or 

Quarter Sessions of the Peace, in any of the British settlements. in 
India, for. all murders, felenies, homicides, manslaughters, burglaries, 
rapes. of women, perjuries, confederacies, riots, routes, retainings, 
oppressions, trespasses, wrongs, and other misdemeanors, offences, and 
injuries whatsoever, by them done, committed, or perpetrated, or to 
be. by, them hereafter done, committed, or perpetrated, in any of, the 


countries or parts,of Asia,-Africa, or America, beyond the-Cape of 


Good Hope, to the Straits of Magellan, within the limits of the ex- 


. clusive. trade of the said, United Company, whether, the same shall 
. have been done, committed, or perpetrated, or shall hereafter be done, 


committed, or perpetrated, against any of his Majesty's subjects, or 
napa any other person or persons whateyer. 


Evidence of Bonds, Deeds, de. 


(27) Whereas great difficulties, expense, and delay. Bonds executed 


often arise in giving proof in Great Britain of the ex- in the East-In- 
ecution of bond: d oth d d d ti _ “dils shall “be evi- 
of bonds, and other deeds an wri Ings, EXE-  Gance in Britain, 


. 


_ cuted and witnessed by persons resident in the East- and Caney en 


_ Andies ; and the like difficulties, expense, ‘nd delay also 0” proof of the 


hand-writi if 
arise in giving proof i ih_ the East-Indies of the execu- te Pin ig 


“tion Of bonds and other deeds and writings executed ~ 


and 






' a, Great Britain ; for: remedy 








oe credible’ witness ot witnesses, that the name or names sub- 

to. such bond, deed, or writing, purporting to be of the,hand 
. - F hands-writing of the, obligor or obligors to such bond, or of the 
«party or parties to such deed or writing, is or are of the proper hand- 
_ writing or, hands-writing of such obligor or obligors, party or parties 
‘Tespectively ; and that the name or names set and subscribed of the 
witness or witnesses attesting the execution of the same respectively, 


. . 


any bond, or other, deed or 
me hi ,and attested by any. person or "26 
esi lent there, shall be 0 erediin evidence in any of the courts 

licen Great Britain, it shall be sufficient to prove, by one or . 


=? 


“is or are of the proper hand or hands-writing of the witness or wit- . 


“nesses, so attesting the same, and that such witness or witnesses is or 

. “are resident i in the East-Indies ; and, in like manner all courts of jus- 

"tice in the East-Indies shall admit the like proof of the execution of 

_ bonds and other deeds. and writings executed in Great Britain, and 

witnessed ‘by any person or persons resident in Great Britain: and 

pee proofs shall be deemed and taken to be as yalid and sufficient 

_ evidence of the due execution of such bonds, and other deeds and 
“writings, as if the witness or witnesses thereto was or were dead. 


“Insolvent Debtors. 


Thé judge of 
the ude 
courtgat Fort 
William, and of 
the supreme 
court to be erect- 
éd at Madras and 
the court of the 
recorder at Bom- 
bay, may make 

‘orules for extend- 


(26) And whereas doubts may have atisen whether 
any of the Courts of Judicature established in India 
by virtue of his Majesty’s charter, are competent’ to 
administer adequate relief to insolvent debtors, -who 
stand charged in execution for debts under a ¢ertain 
amount, according to provisions of an act ‘passed 


in the thirty-second’ year of his late Majesty's’ reign, - 


commonly called THe Lord’s Act, be it thereforé:fur- 


ing. to_ insolvent 
, debtors the relief 
intended by act’ 


ther enacted, that it shall and may be lawful ‘for the 

judge of the said Supreme Court at Fort William; and 
La" Seine of the Supreme Court which his Majesty is empowered 
The Lord’s Act. by this act to erect at Madras, or for the Court of the 
“ Recorder at Bombay, to make and publish such rules.and orders as to 
“them respectively shall seem meet, for extending to such insolvent 
debtors as shall. be in execution under the process of such respective 
, courts, or of any court previously established at such presidency 
respectively, for sums under the amount to be prescribed by such 
rules and orders, the relief intended by the said act, and to prescribe 
“and order what weekly sum the ercditor or creditors at whose suit 
such debtor stands charged in execution, shall be obliged to pay and 
allow, in case such creditor or creditors shall insist on such debtor 
being detained in custody, and to adopt and proportion the same, as 
well as the amount of such debt as above-mentioned, to the general 


state and condition of such debtors, whether natives or Europeans, 
under 


tf 


LAWS. 


1800, 
$9 and 40 
_ Geo. 3, 

c. 79, 

§ 23. 


§ 24, 


178), 
21 Geo. 3, 
c. 70, § 17, 


§ 18, 


250 COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 
BENGAL. 


under the jurisdiction of such court respectively; and such courts aye 
hereby authorized and empowered, as soon as such rules and.orders 
shall have been made and established, to.proceed to act upon the same 
accordingly as cases may arise to require the same, and to make such 
orders in such cases as may be necessary to carry the same fully into 
effect: provided always, that all such rules and orders as are first 
above mentioned, for prescribing the mode in which such relief shall 
be administered, shall be transmitted to the president of the Board 
of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, to be laid before his Ma- 
jesty for his royal approbation, correction, or revision, and such rules 
and orders shall be observed until the same shall'be repealed or varied, 
and in the last case with such variation as shall be made therein. 


(27) And be it further enacted, that all rules. and 4} yules made 


orders heretofore made or hereafter to be made, pre- 
vious to the notification of this present act, in such 
presidencies respectively, by any of the courts above- 
mentioned, or any court previously established in either 
of the said presidenciesfor the relief and discharge of 
such insolvent debtors, and all acts by them, or either 
of them, done or commanded in pursuance thereof, 
shall be, and they are hereby ratified and confirmed, 
and all present actions and suits, indictments, informa- 


previous to the 
notification of 
this actin the 
presidencies, for 
the’ relief of in- 
solvent debtors, 
shall be confirm- 
ed, and -all suits 
commenced for 
acting under 
them shall be. 
void. 


tions, and all molestations, prosecutions, and proceedings whatsoever, 
which may have been, or may be had, commenced, or prosecuted, 
against any person whomsoever, for acting or having acted under and 
in obedience to any such rules or orders, are and shall be discharged, 
annulled, and utterly made void and of no effect, to all intents and 


purposes, by virtue of this og. 
Native Laws and Usages to be observed. 
(28) The Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort Wil- 
liam in Benga! shall have ful] power and authority 
to hear and determine, in such manner as is provided 
for that purpose in the said charter or letters patent, 
all and all manner of actions and suits against all and 
singular the inhabitants of the said city of Calcutta ; 


How the su- 
preme court shall 
determine ac- 
tions between 
Mahomedan and 
Genti —inhabi- 
tanisof Calcutta. 


provided that their inheritance and succession to lands, rents, and 
goods, and all matters of contract and dealing between party and 
party, shall be determined, in the case of Mahomedans, by the laws 
and usages of Mahomedans ; and in the case of Gentis, by the laws 
and usages of Gentiis: and, where only one of the parties shall be a 
Mahomedan or Gentii, by the laws and usages of the defendant. 


(29) In order that regard should be had to the civil 
and religious usages of the said natives, be it enacted, 
that the rights and authorities of fathers of families, 
and masters of families, according as the same might 
have been exercised by the Genti, or Mahomedan 


The authority 
of fathers and 
masters of fami- 
lies, among the 
natives, to be 
preserved, &c. 


law, 
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law, shall be preserved to them respectively within their said fami- 
lies ; nor shall any acts done in consequence of the.rule and law of 
caste, respecting the members of the said families only, be held and 
adjudged a crime, although the same may not be held justifiable by 
the laws of England. 


The supreme (30) It shall and may be lawful for the Supreme 
court may frame Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, to 
ae id frame such process, and make such rules and orders 
” ® . . . * . . 
suits against the for the execution thereof, in suits civil or criminal 
natives, as shall against the natives of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, as 
suit their religion og 
and manners. | ™ay accommodate the same to the religion and man- 
ners of such natives, so far as the same may consist 


with the due execution of the laws and attainment of justice. 


Such forms to (31) Such new forms of process, and rules and orders 
pia 7 omg for the execution thereof, shall be forthwith trans- 
taries of State mitted to one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of 
for his Majesty's state, to be laid before his Majesty, for his royal ap- 
approbation. : ° 

probation, correction, or refusal; and such process 
shall be used, and such rules and orders shall be observed until the 
same- shall be repealed or varied; and in the last case, with such 


variations as shall be made therein. 


Passage-Money to Judges, &c. 

The Court of Directors shall, and they are hereby required to pay 
and advance to all and singular the persons hereafter mentioned, 
who shall be resident in the United Kingdom at the time of their 
respective appointments, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
their equipments and voyage, such sums,of money as are set against 
the names of such persons respectively ; that is to say, 


To the chief justice, Fort William............ £1,500 
Each of the puisne judges..........-. +++ +5 1,000 
(Vide Passage-Money.) 
Salaries. 
The salaries of the judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta 
commence on their respectively taking upon them thee cution of 
their office, and are in lieu of all fees or perquisites : viz.— 


To the chief justice of the Supreme Court... . £8,000 pe: annum. 

Each of the puisne judges.......---++-+++++ 6,000 do. 
(Vide Salaries.) 

Pensions. 

The existing laws as to pensions to the judges were framed in 
1825, by which ic is provided that no allowance shall be made to 
any judge who shall not have resided in India as chief justice or 
puisne judge, or as partly one and partly the other, for five years; 


after whichyperiod the scale of pensions is guided by length of service. _.<° * 


To, 


LAWS. 
1781. 
21 Geo, 3, 
e. 70, 

§ 18, 


§ 19 


§ 20, 


1813. 
53 Geo. 3, 
ce, 155, 


§ 89. 


1773. 
13 Geo. 3, 
c. 63, § 21. 
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‘To the chief. justice who shall:have served as stich) ‘>. 
for five years aa wedi «td cantalé te. bedait £1,000 per anu 
As‘chief or puisne, partly one and partly the, other 


office, seven years s.....0004 4 Sid ode oe vies «153005 dow 
Dos téntyears. sissies. discal coe deintde oid earerdtliR,O00 "6, * 
»Toveach puisne judge, after five years, ... 2.4...) 750). dow is 
plo, iseven years oobi s see isda one aiark ot) od 4 ih O00 4s cara 
«Do. ten years ..4. i... WW ps% om sled eset. J) +. 1,600. do. 


If a chief justice has not filled that office in one of the Supreme 
‘Courts for five years, he is only entitled, on resigning, to the allow- 
ance tobe made to the puisne judges of the court to which such 
chief justice shall belong.-—For the Laws (Vide Pensions.) é 





MADRAS ann BOMBAY. 


The Mayor’s Court, which existed at Madras until 1797, 
was in that year superseded by the establishment of a Re- 
corder’s Court, under the 37th Geo. IIJ, cap, 142, which 
court was abolished in 1800 by the act of the 39th and 40th 
Geo. IL], cap. 79; and a Supreme Court of Judicature was 
erected in its room, to consist of a chief justice and two pitistie 
judges. Letters patent granting¥a charter of justice were 
issued on the 26th December 1801. 

In the year 1823, an act was passed authorizing the abolition 
of the Recorder’s Court at Bombay and the establishment’ in 
its room of a Supreme Court of Judicature, to consist of the 
like number of judges as the Supreme Court at Fort William 
in Bengal (4th Geo. IV, cap. 71), by the 17th section of which 
act it was provided, that the courts at Madras” and Bombay 
shall have the same powers as the court at Fort William. It 
has therefore been deemed unnecessary to give more than the 
second section of the act! of 1800, establishing the Supreme 
Court at Madras, and the 7th and 17th sections of the act ‘of 
1823, establishing a Supreme Court at Bombay, dnd invésting 
those courts respectively with the powers possessed by the Su- 
preme Court at Calcutta, the laws regarding which have already ; 
been noticed. 


LAWS. 
Estdblishnient of Supreme Court at Madras. * \* hip 
0), And whereas it _may be expedient, for the better His Maj is esty 
‘administration of justice in the said settlement of ™*Y *st#Ulish’ » 


Madras, 
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ecourtof Madras, that w Supreme Court of Judicature should be 

aires ¢ A ‘established at Madras, in the same form,‘and:with the 
sist of the like same powers and authorities;as that now subsisting, 
on of = by virtue of the several acts before-mentioned; at Fort 
Supren Court William. in Bengal: be it therefore enacted, that it 
at FortsWilliam. shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs and 
successors, by'charter or letters patent under the great sealof Giea- 
Britain; to erect and establish a Supreme Court of Judicature at/Ma- 
dras aforesaid, .to consist of such and the like number of persoms; to 
be named from time to time by his Majesty, his jieirs and successors, 
with full power to exercise such civil, criminal, admiralty, and eccle- 
siastical jurisdictions, both as to natives and British subjects, and.to 
be invested. with such power and authorities, privileges and immuni- 
ties, for the better administration of the same, and subject to the same 
limitations, restrictions, and control within the said Fort St. George 
and town of Madras, and the limits thereof, and the factories subor- 
dinate thereto, and within the territuries which now are or herealter 
may be subject to or dependant upon the said government of Madras, 
as the said Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, 
by virtue of any law now in force and unrepealed, or by this present 
vact, doth consist of, is invested with, or subject to, within the said Fort 
William, or the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. 


Establishment of Supreme Court ai Bombay. 


Supreme court (2) And whereas his late Majesty King George II. 
of- judicature at gid by his letters patent bearing date at Westminster 
fearon de be the eighth day of January in the twenty-sixth year of 

his reign, grant unto the United Company of Merchants 

of England trading to the East-Indies, lis royal charter, thereby 
amongst other things constituting and establishing courts of civil, eri- 
minal, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction at the United Company's. respec- 
tive settlements at Madraspatnam, Bombay, or the Island of Bombay 
and Fort William in Bengal; and whereas the said charter in as far as 
it respects the administration of justice at Bombay, has been altered 
and changed by virtue of an act passed in the thirty-seventh year of 
his late Majesty King George III, intituled “ An Act for the better 
4s Administration of Justice at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay 5, and 
“ for preventing British subjects from being concerned in Loang to 
« Native Princes in India ;” and by letters patent granted by his said 
late Majesty y, King George Ii, and bearing date at Westminster on the 
‘twentieth day of February in the thirty-eighth of his reign, amongst 
other things, for the establishment of a court called “The Court: of 

« the Recorder of Bombay; and whereas the said charter of the 
eighth day of January in the twenty-sixth year of the reign of his 
Majesty King George I, so far as it respects the administration of 
justice. at Fort William in Bengal, has been altered and changed by 
. virtue.of an act passed in the thirteenth year of hig said late Majecty 
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1823, 
4 Geo, 4, 
e 71,$7. 





1823. 
4 Geo, 4, 
ce. 71, $17. 


MADRAS AND BOMBAY! 
King George Ili, intitiled “An Act forestablishing certain 
«tions for the better management of the. "Affairs oF the Eaat-Ladia> 
«Company, as well in India as’ in Burope; and by divers 


subsequent: 
+ «igtatutes;” and whereas the said last-mentioned charter, so far as it” 


reapects the administration of justice at Madras, has been altered or . 
changed by virtue of ‘the said act of the thirty-seventh year of his late’ 
Majesty King George the Third, and also by an act of the thirty-ninth 
and: fortieth years of his said late Majesty, intituled’ «An, Act ‘for, 
“ establishing cértain Regulations for the Government-of ithe British: 
“ Perritories in India, and the better Administration of Justice within 
«the same :” and whereas it may be expedient™for the better admi- 
nistration of Justice in the said settlement of Bombay, that a Su+ 
preme Court of Judicature should be established at Bombay in the 
same form and with thesame ~owers and authorities as that now sub- 
sisting by virtue of the several acts before-mentioned at Fort William 
in Bengal; Be it therefore enacted, that it shall and may be lawful 
for his Majesty, his heirs and successors, by charter or letters patent 
under the great seal of Great Britain, to erect and establish a Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Bombay aforesaid, to consist of such and the 
like number of persons to be named, from time to time, by his Ma- 
jesty, his heirs and successors, with full power to exercise such civil; 
criminal, admiralty, and ecclesiastical jurisdiction, both as to natives 
and British subjects, and to be invested with such powers and autho- | 
rities, privileges, and immunities for the better administration of the.’ 
same, and subject to the same limitations, restrictions, and central, "' 
within the said town and island of Bombay, and the limits theréof, 
and the territories subordinate thereto, and within the territories which — 
now are or hereafter may be subject to or dependant upon the said 
government of Bombay, as the said Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal, by virtue of any law now in force and unre- 
pealed doth consist of, is invested with or subject to, within the said 
Fort William, or the places subject to or dependant on the govern- 
ment thereof: provided always, that the governor and council at 
Bombay, and the governor-general at Fort William aforesaid, shall 
enjoy the same exemption and no other, from the authority of the said 
Supreme Court of Judicature to be there erected, as is enjoyed by 
the said governor-general and council at Fort William aforesaid, for 
the time being, from the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature there already by law established. Bi ee 


Powers of Courts at Madras and’ Bombay. 2 


(3) And be it further declared and enacted, that it Court at Max 
hath.been and is-and’ shall be lawful for the Supreme {t+ and. Bon. 
Court of Judicature at Madras, within Fort St. George same powers as 
and the town of Madras and the limits thereof, and the caer ee 
fattéries subordinate thereto, and within the territories ' zs Mee in Mette 
which now arejjor hereafter may be subject to or de- STALE 
oa ae e pendant 


: Fa VRE ALS 
COURTS OF JUDICATURE. 5. 
viel MADRAS AND BOMBAY. - 
‘upon the government of Madras; and that it) shall-beJawfab LAWS: 
‘said Supreme. Court of Judicature at: Bombay to: be created —jg93. 
meth this act, within the said tewn and island of Bombay and 4 Geo. 4; 
the ‘limits thereof, and the factories subordinate thereto, and within © 71> $7 
the territories which now are or hereafter may be subject to or de+ 
pendant upon the said government of Bombay ; and the said Supreme 
Courts respectively are hereby required, within the same respectively; 10 
do, execute, perform and fulfil all such acts, authorities, duties; matters; 
and things ‘whatsoever as the said Supreme Court of Fort William is 
or may be lawfully authorized, empowered, or directed to do, execute, 
perform, and fulfil within Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, or the 
= subject to or dependant upon the government thereof. 9.) 
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"fe, the chiet PIO, «05,0 0.00 oi wg ET i00.  giygi- VOR, 
To each puisne judge........6...eeerereees 1,000. c. 71, § 12. 
Salaries. ae 
To the chief justice at Madras .. 60,000 Madras Rs. per annum. 1825. 
To the chief justice at Bombay .. 60,000 Bombay Rs. do. 6 Geo. 4, 
To each puisne judge at Madras .. 50,000 Madras Rs, — do. § r Bos 2. 
To each puisne judge at Bombay, 50,000 Bombay Rs. do. 
: Pensions. 
To the chief justice, after having served as 
BUCH) HVE VEATS: 30.65 osc ece secess veins £800 per annum. § 9and 11, 
As chief or puisne judge, partly one and 
partly the other, seven years.......... 1,000 do. 
Ditto ten years .... hus . 1,600 do. 
To each of the pune inden, after five 
| Meee Bsvineds ‘OOO ane 
Ditto seven n years GSE He Hinde seal o's 800. do. 
Ditto ten years... 665. ee cece eereee 1,200 do. 





PRINCE OF WALES’ ISLAND, SINGAPORE, ann’ 
MALACCA. 


A‘ Recorder’s Court was established at Prince of Wales’ 
Island by letters patent, issued on the 25th March 1807, in 
consequence ‘of a petition from the East-India Company to his 
laté Majesty. A treaty having been concluded with his Ma- 
jesty the King of the Netherlands, on the 17th March 1824, 
by which Great Britain obtained’ possession ‘of - the island of 
Singapore: and the town and. fort of Malacca; and those set- 


tlements having been tvansferred to the Company, they were 
empowered 


go ei 


TE F * Ets 
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ee PRINCE OF WALES’ ISLAND, GINGAPORE AND MALACCA. 
~~" empowered by the act of the 6th’Geo. IV, cap. 85, to annex — 
: wath possessions to Prince of Wales’ Island, or otherwise, as” 

they might see fit. The Court of Directors, in pursuance of - 
sach authority, have annexed the said settlements to that of 
Prince of Wales’ Island, forming the whole into'a government. 
denominated the Governor and Council of Prince of Wales’ 
Island, Singapore, and Malacca. By the same act, his Ma- 
jesty is authorized to issue letters patent, should it be deemed — 
expedient to make any alteration for the administration of 
justice. The Court accordingly presented a petition to his 
Majesty in 1825, praying his Majesty to accept a surrender 
of the charter, or Wtters-patent, granted in 1807, and that 
his Majesty would be graciously pleased to grant to the Com~ 
pany letters-patent, establishing or authorizing the establish- 
ment.of such Courts and Judicatures for the trial and punish- 
ment of capital and other offences within the said settlement of 

An Prince of Wales’ Island, Singapore, and Malacca. Letters- 
patent have been accordingly issued, by which a Court of 
Judicature is constituted, to consist of the governor and the 

. resident counsellor, and one other judge to be called the 
recorder. 





oe 


* LAWS. 


LAws.; (1) And whereas under and by virtue and accord- Administration 
ony ing to the effect of an act passed in the forty-second Siigaor in 4 
6Geo.4, year of the reign of his late Majesty King George 34 a 
¢. 65,519. the Third, intituled, “ An Act to authorize the 
« East-India Company to make their Settlement at Fort Marl- 

“ borough in the East-Indies a Factory subordinate to the Presidency — 

“of Fort William in Bengal, and to transfer the servants, who on 

“ the Reduction of that Establishment shall be supernumerary, to 

“ the Presidency of Fort St. George ;” and an act passed ia the fifth 

year of the reign of his present Majesty King George the Fourth, 

intituled “ An Act for transferring to the East-India Company 

“ certain Possessions newly acquired in the East-Indies, an@ the 

« Removal of Convicts from Sumatra, the Island of Singapore in 

“ the East-Indies, and the Town and Fort of Malacca and its De- 

* pendencies, and all the Colonies, Possessions, and, Establishments 

* eeded by his Majesty the King of the Netherlands.to his said 

“ present Majesty King George the Fourth, by a Treaty, concluded 

« between their said Majesties on the Seventeenth Day of March Que — 
— efit hundred and twenty-four,” have become und’ now 

are 


